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The  batttle  of  the  Mission 


Mission  arts  groups  continue  to  be  displaced  but  they  are  beginning  to  fight  back.  (See  "Last 
Dance  at  22nd  and  Mission'  on  Page  4.)  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


Opinion  by  Victor  Miller 

he  sound  of  marching,  chaiging  feet 
was  heard  time  and  again  in  the 
Mission  during  the  summer  of 
2000,  as  demonstrations  large  and  small 
challenged  the  ‘inevitability’  of  the  dot¬ 
com  takeover  of  the  neighborhood  and  dis¬ 
placement  of  existing  residents 

Artists,  after  an  extended  penod  of 
cluelessness,  finally  seemed  to  figure  out 
that  they  were  scheduled  to  be  on  the  next 
bus  out  of  town,  and  staged  an  impressive 
rally  on  behalf  of  the  evicted  Dancers' 
Group  Theater  (See  “Caminata”  on  page 
7).  Continuing  agitprop  street  theater  is 
now  a  regular  counterpoint  to  Valencia 
Street  nightlife,  and  a  confrontation  over 
the  scheduled  eviction  of  Dance  Mission 
seems  inevitable 

Most  impressive  has  been  the  grass¬ 
roots  organizing  campaign  of  the  Mission 
Anti-displacement  Coalition  (MAC), 
whose  numbers  have  increased  from  the 
few  dozen  at  an  April  rally  to  the  more 
than  a  thousand  w  ho  participated  in  a  ram¬ 
bunctious  three-hour  march  on  August 
12th  (See  “Last  Dance  on  22nd  Street”  on 
page  4).  MAC  has  put  together  a  multi¬ 
ethnic,  broad-based  force  to  be  reckoned 
with. 

A  ballot  measure  to  harness  out-of¬ 
control  office  building  and  live/work 
development.  Proposition  L,  will  be  put 
before  the  voters  in  November  -  thanks  in 
large  part  to  the  signature-gathering  efforts 
of  Mission  activists  Caught  badly  off 
guard.  Mayor  Brow  n  hastily  introduced  a 
rival  -  and  obviously  inadequate  -  grow  th 
control’  measure.  Proposition  K  (See 
“Rea(L)  vs.  Fa(lC)e  Reform”  on  Page  9). 
As  weak  as  Bsown's  proposition  is,  it  still 


represents  an  embarrassing  flip-flop  on  the 
development  issue,  and  exposes  his 
administration's  inability  to  deal  meaning¬ 
fully  w  ith  the  issues  be  mg  raised  by  public 
protest 

As  the  center  of  the  storm  shifts  from 
summer’s  street  actions  to  this  fall’s  elec¬ 
tion  the  problems  of  coexistence  of  exist¬ 
ing  residents  with  the  new  economy  are 
simply  overlaid  onto  the  Mission’s  endem¬ 
ic  concerns  Dot-comers  have  created  a 
w  hole  new  set  of  quality -of-hfc  issues  for 
the  Mission,  while  remaining  callously 
aloof  from  community 

Bigstep  com  throws  out  dozens  of 
small  businesses  and  non-profits.  SKS 
Investments  builds  a  massive  office  pro¬ 
ject  in  the  middle  of  a  residential  neigh¬ 
borhood.  offering  up  a  few  crumbs  of  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  impact,  and  labels  itself 
progressive.  Valet-parking-place  thieves 
monopolize  every  square  inch  of  curb 
space  for  the  SUVs  of  bar-hopping 
galoots.  And  hanging  over  all  is  the 
specter  of  eviction,  tearing  the  multicultur¬ 
al  fabric  of  the  community  apart  (See  “To 
the  egress"  on  Page  3). 

Meanw  hile  our  streets  are  not  notice¬ 
ably  cleaner,  but  are  appreciably  more 
congested.  We  battle  endlessly  over  the 
use  of  our  limited  open  space  (See  "Dog 
days  at  Dolores  Park”  on  page  16).  Gang 
violence  continues  to  claim  victims  (“A 
death  not  forgotten”  on  page  6).  Symbolic 
of  dot-com  indifference  to  the  community 
they  have  elected  to  colonize  is 
AppleSoup.com’s  bunkerization  of  2054 
Mission  Street.  This  street-level  storefront 
is  now  walled  over,  creating  an  ugly,  dead 
space  on  the  commercial  corridor,  poison¬ 
ing  the  viability  of  any  adjacent  small 
business,  making  thr  street  less  safe,  and 

Continued  on  Page  3 
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Rainbow  Grocery 


1745  FOLSOM  STREET»SAN  FRANCISCO'CA  94  103 
4  1  5.863.0620  www.rainbowgrocery.org 


Store  hours:  mon-sat:  9am-9pm 

SUNDAY:  1 0AM-9PM 


Su  unica  compra  de  bocadillos 
saludables,  nutritivos  y  naturales 
y  productos  para  bolsa  de  almuerzo 
para  toda  la  familia. 


In  need  of  fund-raising  ideas  for  your  school? 
We  offer  a  school  scrip  program. 

Ask  us  for  more  details. 


In  this  month  of  September  we  are  featuring 
organically-grown  products. 

We  have  specials  on  organic  bakery  items, 
asceptics,  fruit  leathers,  and 
much  more... 

En  este  mes  de  Septiembre  estamos  offeciendo 

productos  naturales. 

Tenemos  ofertas  especiales  en  algunos  productos 
naturales  de  panaderia,  cajitas  de  jugos, 
cajetas  de  fruta  y  mucho  mas... 


7  7 

A  WORKER-OWNED  COOPERATIVE 


Your  one-stop  shop  for  healthy,  nutritious 
and  organic  snacks  &  bag  lunch  items 

for  all  the  family. 
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To  the 
Egress 


First  Person 


My  name  is  Justine  Perez  and  I’ve 
lived  at  41  Hill  Street  in  the 
Mission  for  17  years.  In  March 
of  this  year,  Patrick  Lydon  purchased  our 
four-unit  building  and  his  son  moved  into 
the  vacant  apartment  across  from  mine. 
Later,  we  met  with  Lydon  and  learned  that 
he  and  his  mother  were  also  planning  to 
move  in  and  that  two  more  units  were 
going  to  be  needed. 

Soon,  the  family  living  below  us  was 
evicted  and  moved  out  in  June  without  a 
fight.  I  was  worried  about  what  would 
happen  to  us.  In  March,  I  got  a  formal  let¬ 
ter  proclaiming  Lydon’s  intent  to  move  in. 
He  would  pay  us  $4,000  in  moving  costs  if 
we  were  out  by  June  1 . 

There  was  a  lot  of  stress  in  our  house¬ 
hold.  My  daughter,  Marina,  was  about  to 
graduate  from  the  School  of  the  Arts;  I  was 
temping  at  IBM  to  make  money  for  her 
college  tuition,  and  we  were  being  threat¬ 
ened  with  eviction  from  the  only  home  she 
knew.  I  asked  Lydon  to  wait  until  my 
daughter  finished  high  school.  As  it  was, 
her  grades  were  dropping  and  I  couldn’t 
sleep  and  was  getting  headaches.  My 
request  fell  on  indifferent  ears.  We 
received  a  30-day  notice  to  be  out  by  the 
middle  of  May. 

I  called  Lydon’s  attorney,  Dennis 
Hyde,  and  said  w'e  would  accept  the 
$4,000  and  move  out  if  we  could  wait  until 
after  Marina’s  graduation.  He  agreed  but 
wanted  me  to  sign  a  letter  forcing  me  to 
give  up  any  rights  to  sue  Lydon  in  the 
future.  I  wrote  back  and  accused  him  of 
taking  advantage  of  a  person  in  a  vulnera¬ 
ble  situation.  I  refused  to  sign  the  letter.. 
The  case  went  to  court.  I  had  to  represent 
myself  against  Lydon’s  two  lawyers 

The  legal  proceedings  were  confus¬ 
ing.  I  felt  overwhelmed  and  Judge  Ronald 
Quidachay  only  made  tilings  worse.  At 
one  point  he  stated  that  he  didn’t  believe 
anything  I  said  or  wrote.  When  I  wanted 
to  tell  the  court  about  being  a  single  parent 
ever  since  the  death  of  Marina’s  father  ten 
years  ago,  he  snapped,  “You’re  getting 
way  off,  I  don’t  want  to  hear  that”  I  broke 
down  and  cried  in  the  courtroom. 

Judge  Quidachay  asked  us  to  go  out 
and  negotiate  in  the  hallway.  I  agreed  to 
accept  the  $4,000  and  move  out  by  August 
31,  but  asked  for  a  letter  of  protection  in 
renting  another  home.  They  refused  and 


Battle 

Continued  from  Page  1 

clearly  violating  existing  zoning  regula¬ 
tions. 


The  remarkably  strong  resistance  to 
the  excesses  of  the  ‘new  prosperity,’  field¬ 
ed  by  MAC  and  other  organizations, 
shows  that  the  dot-com  takeover  of  the 
Mission,  far  from  being  a  done  deal,  may 
very  well  be  an  undone  deal  In  the  future, 
those  ncw-economy  individuals  and  com¬ 
panies  that  have  already  established  them¬ 
selves  in  the  Mission  will  have  to  reckon 
with  a  unified  and  generally  pissed-off 
community.  That  community  will  expect 
litem  to  participaie  in  tire  solution  of  the 
prob'-mc  they  have  caused  -  as  well  as  the 
ones  they  have  inherited,  and  w  hich  v\c  all 
share  as  neighbors 


we  went  back  before  the  Judge.  I  asked  for 
and  was  granted  a  motion  for  another  hear¬ 
ing,  but  was  given  one  hour  to  file  the 
paperwork  and  pay  the  court  six  weeks  of 
back  rent,  $840.  Usually  Judges  only 
charge  one  week  of  back  rent  to  file  There 
was  no  guarantee  that  I’d  get  that  money 
back  and  I  couldn't  afford  that  We  moved 
out  that  day -with  no  place  to  go 

I’ve  struggled  to  care  for  my  daughter, 
who  was  diagnosed  with  cancer  at  ten 
months  old  and  lived  a  life  or  death  exis¬ 
tence  until  age  four.  I  had  always  been  in 
control  as  a  parent,  now  I  had  my  feet 
yanked  out  from  under  me.  When  I  turned 
in  my  keys,  Dennis  Hyde  greeted  me  like 
we  were  long  lost  friends  He  tried  to  ask 
me  how  I  was  doing.  “How  the  fuck  do 
you  think  I  am,”  I  replied,  “we’re  on  the 
street”  He  actually  looked  surprised. 

Even  though  things  didn’t  work  out 
for  us,  everyone  needs  to  fight  I  still 
believe  in  right,  wrong  and  fairness.  There 
have  to  be  limits  to  what  people  can  do  but 
it  doesn’t  seem  like  there  are  right  now 
There  are  no  longer  places  in  San 
Francisco  for  people  to  live.  My  neigh¬ 
bors  know  they  could  be  next. 

I  feel  like  one  of  the  more  fortunate 
ones.  A  lot  of  good  people  have  come  out 
and  given  me  support.  Hopefully  this  story 
will  help  other  people,  i  don’t  have  very  Justine  Perez  and  her  daughter  Marina.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 
much  but  I  can’t  let  something  like  this  go 
The  Mission  is  a  great  place  to  live. 
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^geO  FAST 

CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 
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535 Valencia  431-8880 

@  1 6th  Street  Fax:  431 -901 8 

Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 
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Art  Beat 

GALLERY  &  GIFTS 

3266  -21st  Street 

(off  Valencia)  643-6721  Tel/fx 


)oeSart. 


Cjit  you*  /kthofafy  S(  Tout 

Treading f  at  fltifyat 

Tarot  Readings  by  Anahid 

Every  3rd  Saturday  of  the  month 

3  to  7pm 

Astrology  Readings 
by  David 

Every  4th  Saturday  of  the  month 

3  to  7pm 
These  are  sample  readings  and 
offered  at  a  special  price:  $10-  $20 

Open  Tues-Thur.  12  noon-7pm  Fri-Sat:  12-9pm  Sun-Mon:  12-4pm 

Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  &  wheelchair  accessible 
email:  artbeatsf@>juno.com  Toll  free  mall  order  #  1-000-233-5136 


PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO. 

t^NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 


FAR  WEST  RESTORATIONS  &  CONSTR. 


JIM  KENNEDY 
Ca.  License  #  751689 


Carpentry  /  Painting  * 
Plumbing  /  Electrical 
Masonry  /  Tile 
Seismic  Retrofitting 
.  Roof  Repairs  /  Tree  Cutting 


415-661-3724 


Last  dance  at  22nd  and  Mission 

Mission  arts  scene  takes  another  hit  but  is  now  fighting  back 


By  Joe  Donohoe 


W: 


'here  have  all  the  artists  gone? 
That  might  be  a  question  some¬ 
one  who  manages  to  remain  in 
the  Mission  over  the  next  few  years  could 
potentially  ask  At  the  end  of  the  steamy 
summer  of  2000,  however,  artists  and 
activists  have  not  been  hard  to  find.  Loose 
coalitions  have  occupied  a  building,  per¬ 
formed  political  street  theater  throughout 
the  district,  and  have  talked  of  blockading 
24th  street  on  November  4th,  as  if  to  draw- 
an  imaginary'  line.  Sky-rocketing  rents  vis¬ 
ited  on  many  non-homeownens  throughout 
San  Francisco  have  lead  to  a  not  always 
quiet  exodus  out  of  the  city  by  San 
Franciscans  not  assimilated  into  the  “new 
economy.”  This  migration  has  been  inter¬ 
preted  by  some  as  a  “clear-cutting”  not 
only  of  low-income  residents  but  of  the 
well-spring  of  an  art  and  culture  scene 
which  has  received  worldwide  recogni¬ 
tion. 

With  the  vacating  of  Dancers’  Group 
Studio  Theater  from  a  site  they  had  occu¬ 
pied  for  almost  twenty  years,  it  is  easy  to 
draw  parallels  with  the  loss,  or  potential 
loss,  of  four  other  dance  studios  in  the 
City.  Dance  Mission  at  24th  and  Mission  is 
vacating  its  locale  on  November  1st.  The 
Redstone  Building  is  in  jeopardy.  Fifty 
Oak  Street  is  gone,  as  is  the  Brady  Studio. 
Behind  them  might  go  other  art  organiza¬ 
tions:  ATA  (Artists’  Television  Access) 
has  a  month-to-month  lease,  the  Film  Arts 
Foundation  might  have  to  leave  in  a  year, 
and  some  600  musicians  are  being  evicted 
from  Downtown  Studios  in  China  Basin.  It 
seems  as  if  forces  in  the  new  economy 
might  remove  all  that  makes  San  Francisco 
and  the  Mission  unique. 

The  Rent  Spike 

The  building  which  housed  Dancers’ 
Group  had  been  owned  by  TML 
Investments  out  of  Hong  Kong  since  1981. 
In  the  last  two  years  it  had  been  on  the 
market  and  sized  up  by  a  number  of 
prospective  buyers  including  the  GAP 
Inc.,  but  it  wasn’t  until  May  2000  that  it 
was  bought  by  Marci  Riseman  and  Evan 
Segerman,  co-owners  of  Pomegranate 
Design  Ltd.,  a  small  land  management 
firm  formed  this  year.  In  the  course  of 
events,  Wayne  Hazard,  the  director  of 
Dancers’  Group,  was  informed  that  the 
$.48  per  square  foot  rent  he  was  paying  on 
the  6,200  square  foot  space  would  have  to 
be  increased  to  at  least  $2.50  per  square 
foot  in  order  for  the  new  owners  to  break 
even.  After  going  to  his  financiers,  Hazard 
proposed  that  all  he  could  manage  was 
$1.00  per  square  foot,  which  was  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  new  owners. 

“We  have  to  be  able  to  break  even  to 
meet  the  demands  of  our  investors,”  said 
Riseman.  “Nothing  in  the  building  is  up  to 
code.  Every  bit  of  infrastructure  has  to  be 
renovated  and  that  costs  money.  We  hired 
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FAMILY  DENTAL 


We  offer  the  following  services  at  low  prices 
•  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Crowns  •  Bridges  •  Cosmetic  Dentistry  •  Extractions 
•  Root  Canal  Therapy  •  Partial  Dentures  •  Teeth  Whitening 


Swmwm 

Regular 


Personable 

Friendly 


We  accept  almost  all  types  of  insurance  plans 
Economical  Prices  •  Payment  Plans  Available 


Price  St07 


Teeth 

Whitening 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  (Between  2 1st  6'  lOtbl 
( )f>cn  Evenings  £>'  Saturdays  •  Se  Habla  Esparto!  282 340 


an  electrician  to  look  at  the  electrical  con¬ 
nections  and  he  said  that  the  existing  set¬ 
up  was  ‘life  threatening,’  a  fire  hazard.” 

“The  last  time  an  electrical  upgrade 
was  done,  it  was  commissioned  by  Leeds 
Department  Store  in  1947,”  Segerman 
added. 

Pomegranate  claim  they  had  no  desire 
to  evict  Dancers’  Group  Riseman  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  Fat  Chance  Belly  Dance  and  a  gen¬ 
eral  fan  of  the  art  form.  Site  wanted  to  keep 
the  dance  group  present  in  her  building, 
which  she  and  Segerman  bought  after  fail¬ 
ing  to  acquire  property  in  Oakland,  but — 
again  according  to  Pomegranate — Hazard 
was  unwilling  to  compromise. 

“We  are  a  not-for-profit  organiza¬ 
tion,”  Hazard  stated.  “We  don’t  offer  any 
of  our  employees  benefits;  most  of  our  stu¬ 
dents  make  less  than  $20,000  a  year. 
Pomegranate  came  in  here  and  started 
telling  us  all  of  these  things  we  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  do  with  our  space.  As  it  is,  they’re 
repainting  the  building  and  working  on  the 
roof,  but  they  wanted  us  to  do  all  of  this 
interior  work  which  would  have  cost  more 
money.  We  have  no  way  of  meeting  this 
rent  increase.  At  this  point  I  don’t  care. 
Culture  should  be  valuable.  It  should  be 
protected  like  the  Headwaters,  but  it’s 
not.” 

Tliis  Space  Occupied 

Dancers’  Group,  not  being  able  to  afford 
the  rent  increase,  agreed  to  leave — but  not 
before  groups  associated  with  the  organi¬ 
zation  collected  an  impressive  array  of  tire 
City’s  progressive  politicos  and  arts  orga¬ 
nizations  to  blockade  22nd  on  Dancers’ 
Group’s  last  evening  in  the  space,  August 
15th.  Many  individuals  saturated  the 
inside  of  the  studio,  which  was  to  be  reno¬ 
vated  as  soon  as  Dancers’  Group  was  out, 
with  colorful  graffiti.  “Love  was  here”  and 
“Dot  commers,  how’s  the  sex  life?”  were 
prominent. 

What  wasn’t  expected  was  the  illegal 
occupation  of  the  building  by  up  to  50  peo¬ 
ple  for  the  next  two  days,  starting  at  mid¬ 
night  on  the  15th.  Classes  continued  ille¬ 
gally.  20  to  30  occupants  would  spend  the 
night  eating  food  supplied  free  by 
Rainbow  Groceries,  expecting  the  sheriff 
or  SFPD  to  evict  them  at  any  time.  While 
Hazard  sent  a  fax  to  Pomegranate  indicat¬ 
ing  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  former 
lease  holders  was  involved,  those  that 
were  occupying  the  space  set  up  press 
interviews  with  the  New  Mission  News, 
Channel  7  News  and  so  forth.  Protestor 

Rachel  Kaplan,  an  actor  and  dancer,  said 
of  Pomegranate:  “They  say  that  they  want 
artists  here,  but  one  thing  they  don’t  under¬ 
stand  is  that  if  they  want  artists  here  some¬ 
one  else  is  going  to  have  to  pay  the  renf 
because  artists  just  don’t  have  that  kind  of 
money.” 

A  woman  who  identified  herself  as 
Madrone  said  that  the  reaction  to  the  ‘dis¬ 
placement’  was  similar  to  what  she  saw  in 
Berlin  after  the  wall  went  down:  artists 
being  removed  from  their  habitations  to 
make  way  for  businesses.  “Basically,  if 
this  goes  down,  there’s  not  going  to  be  any 
cutting-edge  dance  or  performance  spaces 
going  on  in  this  city  whatsoever.  I’m  not 
anti-Internet  or  anti-dot.com.  I’m  anti  the 
ignorance  of  big  dot.coms  who  come  into 
an  area  of  non-profits  and  low-income  res¬ 
idents  and  just  evict  them.” 

“We’re  not  rich,  evil  dot.commers,” 
Rice  man  has  said  in  print  numerous  times, 
but  it’s  difficult  to  disassociate 
Pomegranate  Design  from  what  could  be  a 
symbolic  mistake.  The  Leeds  Building  is 
across  the  street  from  the  Bayview  Bank 
Building,  owned  by  the  notorious  Cort 
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family  and  subject  of  another  Mission  con- 
*  troversy  following  the  eviction  of  its  26 
tenants.  Its  sole  new  tenant  is  Bigstep  com, 
itself  a  target  of  resentment,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  among  some  Mission  residents 

At  6:30  a  m  on  Friday,  August  18th, 
all  of  the  people  occupying  the  former 
Dancers’  Group  space  were  evicted  by  the 
SFPD  as  trespassers.  Ten  refused  to  go  and 
were  arrested.  One  of  the  arrestees, 
Victoria  McNichol-Kelly,  said  that  she 
was  willing  to  get  arrested  to  send  out  a 
message:  “We  are  part  of  the  community, 
we  are  necessary.” 


The  Next  Last  Dance 

Krissy  Keefer  is  the  director  of  Dance 
Mission,  a  dance  studio  on  24th  and 
Mission.  Having  lost  her  Brady  Street 
space,  Keefer  is  determined  not  to  lose 
another.  Keefer,  as  the  director  of  Dance 
Mission,  was  not  the  leaseholder  at  24th 
street,  a  distinction  which  fell  to  Lori 
Lewis.  Lewis,  according  to  Keefer  and  the 
property  management  firm  which  runs  the 
building  that  also  houses  La  Boheme  cof¬ 
fee,  house,  was  frequently  late  in  her  rent 
payments  and  consequently  facing  evic¬ 
tion  by  the  previous  landlords.  Lewis  did 
come  to  an  agreement  with  the  new  land¬ 
lords,  Village  Properties,  but  because — 
according  to  a  representative  of  Village 
Properties — she  failed  to  meet  the  stipula¬ 
tions  of  that  new  agreement,  her  school 
again  faced  eviction,  and  with  it  Dance 
Mission.  At  the  protest  on  22nd,  Keefer 
announced  that  she  was  only  able  to  gain 
admittance  to  her  building  by  threatening 
to  stage  a  protest  after  Lewis  was  official¬ 
ly  evicted.  Village  Properties  claimed  that 
since  co-renters  could  not  be  held  account¬ 
able  for  the  leaseholder’s  indiscretion, 
they  extended  the  lease  with  Keefer  until 
November,  when  a  showdown  of  some 
kind  looks  inevitable. 

“Cash  flow  is  always  a  problem  with 
arts  organizations,”  said  Keefer. 
“Developers  just  want  to  clear  everyone 
out  and  create  office  space.  That  will  ruin 
the  neighborhood.  It  will  make  the 
Mission  just  like  everywhere  else.  The 
people  of  color  will  be  gone,  working  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  the  artists.  It’s  stupid.  If  tourism 
is  a  big  industry  here,  and  the  arts  a  big 


part  of  tourism,  and  no  one  has  any  small¬ 
er  arts  organizations  to  work  in  before  they 
can  break  into  the  big  ones,  art  will  disap¬ 
pear  here.  The  City  needs  to  support  the 
arts  or  else  it  will  all  disappear  ” 


Most  of  the  organizers  opposing  dis¬ 
placement  don’t  demonize  everyone  who 
works  for  or  runs  a  dot.com.  Some  of  the 
organizers  themselves  work  for  dot  coms. 
If  they  blame  anyone  it's  the  city  govern¬ 
ment  and  planning  commission  for  not 
doing  their  job  Ultimately,  if  things  are 
left  to  the  market,  and  if  the  market  does 
not  slow  down,  the  neighborhood  that 
some  regard  as  one  of  the  most  vital  urban 
social  ecologies  in  the  United  States  could 
go  the  way  of  the  dodo.  That’s  something 
the  Mission’s  grassroots  art  coalitions  say 
they  won’t  stand  for. 
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SUSHI  RESTAURANT  &  FULL  BAR 


The  Dancers  Group  studio  was  defiantly  festooned  on  the  night  of  August  15*.  Photo  by  John 
Wrighthouse 


A  festive  night  of  protests 


by  Anhoni  Patel 

The  sound  of  drums  and  cheering 
could  be  heard  resonating  across  the 
Mission  Tuesday  night,  August 
15th.  Dozens  were  gathered  on  the  street 
to  celebrate  the  beauty  of  dance,  while 
protesting  the  eviction  of  the  Dancers’ 
Group  Footwork  from  their  space  on  the 
comer  of  Mrssion  and  22nd 

A  lively  street  fair  transpired,  full  of  a 
motley  array  of  performers,  activists  and 
neighborhood  residents,  w  ho  flooded  both 
the  inside  and  outside  of  the  studio  The 
building  that  houses  the  Dancers’  Group 
Footwork,  which  has  been  teaching  class¬ 
es  and  holding  performances  for  nearly 
two  decades,  had  been  purchased  by 
Pomegranate  Design  and  Development 
w  hich  subsequently  raised  the  rent  by  over 
500%.  As  a  result  the  arts  organization 
could  no  longer  afford  to  rent  the  space 
and  was  evicted 

In  response,  a  coaliuon  of  individuals 
and  groups,  united  under  the  name  “All 
Against  Ruthless  Greedy  Gentrification” 
(A.A.R.G.G!),  organized  the  “Circus  of 
Resistance!”  The  event  was  part  cabaret 
and  part  demonstration,  with  both  live 
entertainment  and  speakers.  Like  at  a 
mini-dance  festival,  there  were  three 
extensive  Irsts,  crowded  with  scheduled 
performers,  w  ho  w  ere  to  take  the  stage  one 
after  the  other  all  throughout  the  night. 
The  crowds  of  people  floating  in  and  out 
of  the  building  emphasized  the  strength 
and  breadth  of  the  dance  community  ,  as 
well  as  the  vital  role  of  this  particular 
dance  studio.  One  performer.  Jennifer 
Gwirtz,  remarked  that  she  w  as  “really  dev¬ 
astated  about  what’s  happening,  but  also 
amazed  that  all  these  people  came  togeth¬ 
er — I  thought  at  first  that  it  would  be  a 
small  event,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
be  this  big.”  One  of  the  onlookers,  a  local 


dancer  named  Todd  Eckert,  observed: 
“There  are  not  a  lot  of  studios  that  have 
this  type  of  large  and  open  dance  space — 
it’s  a  tragedy  that  it’s  closing  ” 

However,  there  was  still  a  festive 
mood  among  the  crowd  and  an  air  of 
excitement  as  performers  and  protestors 
mingled  in  between  sets  There  were 
“stages”  created  outside  on  either  end  of 
the  street,  with  speakers  and  groups  like 
the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  and 
PODER  on  one  end,  and  dancers  and  street 
artists  like  the  Devil-Ettes  and  ABADA 

Capoeira/Brazilian  Cultural  Center  on 
the  other  Signs  and  outdoor  sculpture, 
including  a  giant  silver,  robotic  dog,  a  del¬ 
icate  mosaic  of  soil  and  glass,  and  a  banner 
that  boldly  proclaimed  “SF  Means  More 
Than  $”  decorated  the  street  For  a  short 
ume  these  artists  and  residents  claimed  the 
area  as  their  ow  n 

There  w  as  an  atmosphere  of  hope  and 
resistance  in  the  air.  When  asked  how  she 
felt  to  be  a  part  of  such  an  ev  ent  stage 
manager  Chimene  Pollard,  who  has 
danced,  performed  and  taken  classes  at 
Dancers'  Group  Footwork,  responded  "It 
is  wonderful  just  to  sec  all  these  people — 

I  hav  e  been  instilled  w  ith  a  real  sense  of 
hope  that's  like  a  plant  grow  ing  up  through 
concrete.” 

Shortly'  after  midnight  an  organizer 
announced  that  the  event  was  officially 
over,  but  that  there  w  ould  be  one  last  per¬ 
formance  entitled  "We're  Not  Leaving”  in 
which  all  were  welcome  to  participate 
The  "subject”  of  this  last  piece  of  civil  dis¬ 
obedience  was  the  peaceful  occupation  of 
the  Dancers'  Group  Footwork  studio.  As 
the  say  ing  goes,  “The  show  must  go  on,” 
and  many  of  the  remaining  performers  and 
protestors  decided  to  take  part  in  this 
work,  thus  ending  the  night  on  a  high  note. 
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Face  It,  Your  Gym  Sucks, 


A  Death  Not  Forgotten 


By  David  Mauroff 

On  July  2 1  in  another  senseless  act 
of  gang  violence,  fourteen  year- 
old  Fernando  Calvo  was  stabbed 
and  beaten  to  death  near  the  comer  of  19th 
and  Mission.  After  watching  him  cling  to 
life  supported  by  machines,  his  family  had 
to  make  an  agonizing  decision.  Just  two 
weeks  short  of  his  fifteenth  birthday, 
Fernando  passed  away. 

That  could  easily  be  the  end  of  this 
story,  with  Fernando’s  young  life  fading 
into  the  past  along  with  other  victims  of 
gang  violence  in  our  community.  In  the 
end.  the  families  and  friends  of  these  vic¬ 
tims  are  left  to  deal  with  the  loss  of  a  loved 
one.  However,  Fernando’s  life  is  making  a 
difference. 

Critical  Response 

Upon  hearing  about  the  incident,  Henry 
Padilla  from  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers  mshed  to  the  hospital  to  console 
Fernando’s  mother  and  family.  As  the 
young  man’s  case  manager,  Padilla  offered 
support  and  resources  for  the  grieving 
mother. 

This  was  an  important  first  step  in 
assisting  the  family,  and  in  making  sure 
that  this  incident  would  not  be  forgotten. 
Padilla’s  intervention  gave  the  family  a 
chance  to  express  their  interest  in  prevent¬ 
ing  other  young  people  from  suffering  the 
same  fate. 

Shortly  after  Fernando’s  passing,  Ray 
Balberan  of  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers,  oiganized  a  forum  for  the  com¬ 
munity  and  family.  One  of  his  goals  was  to 
let  community  leaders  move  beyond  their 
politics  and  witness  how  this  death  affect¬ 
ed  Fernando’s  family.  Working  with  the 
Mission  Youth  Action  Network  and  Real 
Alternatives  Program  (RAP),  the  group 
met  to  articulate  their  feelings. 

It  was  an  intense  meeting  as  family, 
friends  and  service  providers  listened  to 
Fernando’s  aunt  tell  how  his  passing  had 
changed  the  lives  of  their  family.  Her  mes¬ 
sage  was  felt  by  all  as  she  described  the 
family’s  concern  that  they  allowed  this  to 
happen.  The  outpouring  touched  everyone 
and  all  present  gave  their  regrets  to  the 
Calvo  family  and  vowed  to  join  them  in 
preventing  more  tragedies  like  their  own. 

Participants  at  this  meeting  included 
youth  from  rival  gangs.  Out  of  respect  for 
one  of  their  peers,  young  people  that  are 
not  usually  able  to  cross  into  each  other’s 
territories  sat  in  a  circle  together.  There 
were  tense  moments  as  they  recognized 
each  other,  but  the  sanctity  of  Fernando’s 
passing  was  respected  as  the  group  paid 
tribute. 

Roberto  Aparicio,  Detention 
Diversion  Advocacy  Program,  was  in 
attendance,  “It  was  a  great  opportunity  for 
front-line  workers  and  kids  to  talk  about 
their  personal  experiences  together  and 
help  the  healing  process.” 

In  addition  to  emotional  support, 
funds  were  raised  to  help  the  family  defray 
costs,  including  $300  pledges  from 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers  and  the 
Juvenile  Probation  Department. 


Fernando  Calvo 


Ongoing  Support 

At  the  request  of  Fernando’s  family, 
Balberan  and  co-workers  held  another 
forum  the  following  evening.  The  family 
and  Fernando’s  friends  spent  more  time 
talking  about  what  happened  and  the  pro¬ 
found  impact  on  everyone  involved.  Both 
family  and  Fernando’s  peers  discussed 
ways  they  could  support  each  other 

Mourning  continued  throughout  the 
community  as  Fernando  was  laid  to  rest.  A 
memorial  was  constructed  in  La  Raza  Park 
where  family  and  friends  contributed  their 
memories.  In  the  spirit  of  the  previous 
meeting,  a  group  of  teenagers  crossed  over 
gang  color  lines  to  bring  flowers  and  a 
poster  to  show  their  support  for  the  family. 

After  the  memorial  service,  one 
young  man  expressed  his  feelings  to  a  staff 
person  at  a  local  agency.  Although  he  was 
initially  offended  and  angered  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  youth  from  another  gang  at  the 
community  meeting,  he  ultimately  respect¬ 
ed  them  for  their  support.  He  also  told  her 
that  the  poster  they  designed  for  Fernando 
was  hanging  in  his  room. 

Although  these  are  small  steps  in 
combating  a  much  larger  problem,  agen¬ 
cies  and  individuals  are  finally  working 
together  to  put  aside  their  differences. 

With  the  memory  of  Fernando  linger¬ 
ing,  new  resources  are  being  pursued  to 
decrease  violence  in  the  Mission.  The 
Department  of  Children,  Youth  and  their 
Families,  the  Mayor’s  Criminal  Justice 
Council,  and  Juvenile  Probation  are  apply¬ 
ing  to  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and 
Delinquency  Prevention  for  a  grant  that 
supports  an  assessment  of  the  local  gang 
problem.  If  successful,  substantial,  multi¬ 
year  funding  is  available  to  implement 
programs  based  on  the  assessment. 

In  addition,  Assemblywoman  Carole 
Migden’s  office  has  expressed  an  interest 
in  funding  late  night  services  for  gang 
involved  youth. 

As  this  process  continues,  acknowl¬ 
edgment  and  admiration  is  extended  to  the 
youth  that  put  aside  serious,  and  some¬ 
times  deadly,  differences  to  support  a 
grieving  family  and  take  a  stand  against 
violence.  It  is  time  for  the  Mission  com¬ 
munity  to  do  the  same  and  mobilize 
resources  to  support  our  youth  and  young 
adults.  Fernando  Calvo  should  not  die  in 
vain. 
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The  August  12  march,  like  the  Mission  itself,  was  boisterous,  multicultural  and  lots  of  fun.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


Caminata:  a  walk  to  defend  the  hood 
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Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1 2 10  Valencia  Street 

(415)  974-8980 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


The  huge  turnout  at  the  August  12th 
“Walk  to  Defend  our  Right  to  Live 
in  the  Mission”  showed  a  rapidly- 
growing  and  well-organized  resistance  to 
the  dot.  com  invasion  of  the  neighborhood 
and  displacement  of  its  residents. 
Organized  by  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition  (MAC),  the  event 
drew  more  than  a  1000  people  -  twice  the 


number  that  attended  the  rally  at  Horace 
Mann  Middle  School  at  the  end  of  June  - 
for  a  meandering  walking  tour  of  sites  of 
evictions,  and  SRO  Hotels  and  blue  collar 
businesses  under  siege. 

One  thing  that  distinguished  this 
demonstration  from  dozens  of  others  in  the 
last  few  years  was  that  the  crowd  looked 
like  the  neighborhood  a  mixture  of 
Latino,  Anglo,  Asian,  young  Sid  old, 
joined  in  common  cause  against  the  threat¬ 
ened  loss  of  their  community  This  new¬ 
found  unity  was  best  expressed  by  Sam 
Ruiz,  a  member  of  MAC  and  the  director 
of  the  Mission  Neighborhood  Centers, 
who  told  the  marchers:  “This  is  not  the 
cause,  or  a  cause,  this  is  nuestra  causa. 
This  not  about  color,  this  about  people — 
poor  people  and  working  class  people." 

The  march  began  at  Galena  de  la 
Raza  at  24th  and  Bry  ant,  heading  west  on 
24th  towards  Mission  Street  passing 
through  the  heart  of  the  Latino  business 
district.  24th  Street  as  yet  remains 
unchanged  by  the  developments  which  are 
sweeping  the  rest  of  the  neighborhood,  but 
the  recent  approval  of  Bry  ant  Square,  a 
massive  office  project  at  20th  and  Bryant 
may  change  that  sooa 

At  22nd  and  Mission,  the  site  of  the 
evicted  Dancers'  Group  Studio  on  one  side 
of  the  street  and  Bigstep.com's  displace¬ 
ment  of  two  dozen  small  businesses  from 
the  Bayview  Bank  Building  on  the  other, 
Luis  Granados,  executive  director  of  the 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association,  ridiculed  the  supposed  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  “new  economy”  transformation 
of  the  neighborhood. 

Pointing  to  the  Bayview  Building, 
splattered  by  paint  gun  attacks.  Granados 
said:  “The  only  jobs  that  will  go  to  work¬ 


ing  class  people  in  that  building  are  the 
janitors.”  As  the  march  proceeded  down 
Mission  Street  Renee  Saucedo  of  the  Day 
Laborers  Program  looked  up  angrily  at  the 
surrounding  buildings  and  bellowed  to 
any  one  cowering  in  their  cubicles:  “We  arc 
thousands  and  thousands  of  people  who 
live  and  work  in  the  Mission  and  we  will 
not  be  displaced  out  of  our  community. 
You  got  that,  dot  comeisT 

At  1 7th  and  Mission,  there  was  anoth¬ 
er  pause  in  the  procession  at  the  site  of  the 
Frances  (until  recently,  the  Thor)  Hotel. 
Here  tenants  had  organized  an  effective 
union  and  were  able  to  enforce  decent 
management  practices,  until  a  fire  had 
emptied  the  building.  Now  the  new  man¬ 
agers  were  deny  ing  the  old  tenants  their 
legal  right  to  move  back  in.  Here  Richard 
Marquez  of  Mission  agenda,  w  hich  had 
assisted  the  tenant  organizing  efforts, 
offered  up  the  most  militant  cry  for  resis¬ 
tance  of  the  day.  “If  we  must  tear  the 
bricks  from  the  streets  to  build  barricades, 
w  e  will  do  it,”  Marquez  shouted  out 

Before  ending  up  at  Cesar  Chavez 
School,  the  marchers  also  passed:  an  auto 
body  shop  w  here  two  dozen  blue  collar 
jobs  have  been  in  jeopardy  from  one 
upscale  dev  elopment  plan  after  another  for 
a  full  year,  the  locations  of  bitterly  con¬ 
tested  Ellis  Act  evictions;  and  Mi  Rancho 
Market,  a  forty  year  old  business  soon  to 
be  replaced  by  condominiums. 

The  twisting  tour  was  a  survey  of 
many,  but  not  all  of  the  Mission’s  gentri- 
fication  flashpoints,  outlining  a  daunting 
agenda  for  local  activists  who  wish  to  pre¬ 
vent  displacement  of  Mission  residents 
and  homogenization  of  its  culture.  But  the 
big  turnout,  grossly  underestimated  by  the 
mainstream  daily  and  weekly  press,  was 
another  watershed  in  a  rapidly  growing 
and  increasingly  militant  resistance. 
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New  Mission  News 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 


A  HOSPITAL 


•  24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 


•  Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 


•  M.OrM. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 


St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sf.org 


A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  &  17th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


&  NO 
777  GRILL 


The  true  meaning  of  Burning  Man 


Next  to  the  Webbies,  the  hippest 
happening  on  San  Francisco’s 
New  Economy  social  circuit  has  to 
be  the  annual  Burning  Man  festival. 

This  year,  more  than  30,000  partici¬ 
pants,  including  many  key  members  of 
w  hat  the  event’s  visionary  co-founder  and 
CEO,  Larry  Harvey,  has  aptly  called  the 
“digital  elite,”  will  come  together  in 
Nevada’s  Black  Rock  desert  to  create  a 
truly  monumental  work  of  art,  expressing 
their  fierce  loyalty  to  the  Burning  Man 
brand  by  forming  themselves  into  a  gigan¬ 
tic  representation  of  its  trademarked  logo. 
Not  since  the  great  rallies  of  Germany  in 
the  1930’s,  so  beautifully  recorded  by  the 
filmmaker  Leni  Riefenstahl,  has  mass 
spectacle  on  such  a  magnificent  scale  been 
attempted. 

And  Burning  Man  is,  of  course,  very 
much  a  triumph  of  the  will.  Which  doubt¬ 
less  explains  its  appeal  to  our  local  high 
tech  supermen  For  Burning  Man’s  glori¬ 
ous  struggle  to  build  a  city  in  the  Nevada 
desert  is  nothing  if  not  symbolic  of  the  tra¬ 
vails  of  this  new  breed  of  thought  leaders 
as  they  strive  to  bring  order  and  sophisti¬ 
cation  to  San  Francisco’s  urban  waste¬ 
lands. 

To  succeed,  both  must  defeat  the 
forces  of  democratic  mediocrity — Burning 
Man  taking  on  the  environmental  extrem¬ 
ists  who  insist  on  “impact  reports”  and 
public  hearings  to  protect  the  worthless 
ecosystem  of  a  bleak,  windswept  dust- 
bowl,  and  San  Francisco’s  urban  home¬ 
steaders  standing  up  to  those  who  would 
abuse  the  initiative  process  to  protect  such 
locally  endangered  species  as  the  rent-con¬ 
trolled  weasel  and  the  pimple-spotted 
bohemian  jackass.  And  both,  moreover, 
must  deal  firmly  with  the  backward 
natives  whose  presence  besmirches  the 


canvas  upon  which  their  vision  is  to  be 
painted — be  they  the  Nevada  peasantry 
which  Burning  Man  must  evict  from  the 
desert  each  year,  or  the  San  Francisco  pro¬ 
les  who  for  all  too  long  have  squatted  the 
edgy  urban  living  space  that  is  the 
birthright  of  the  digital  master  class. 

But  Burning  Man  is  not  just  about 
building  a  city  in  the  desert.  It  is  about 
renewing  our  sense  of  community. 

For  by  such  visionary  moves  as  his 
decision  to  raise  the  entrance  fee  to  $200 
and  his  establishment  of  the  Black  Rock 
Rangers,  a  private  security  force  tasked 
with  ejecting  and  keeping  out  undesir¬ 
ables,  Larry  Harvey  is  teaching  us  that  the 
true  meaning  of  community  is  changing: 
that  we  should  no  longer  think  of  it  in  the 
way  in  which,  for  example,  our  local 
bleeding  hearts  so  often  use  the  term  to 
refer  to  the  Mission  district — designating 
nothing  more  than  a  geographical  acci¬ 
dent,  a  hollow  inclusiveness  that  seeks  to 
reduce  us  all  to  the  lowest  common 
denominator — but  rather  as  something 
altogether  more  selective,  built  on  a  firm 
belief  in  financial  exclusivity  and  a  healthy 
respect  for  law  and  order,  and  perhaps  best 
epitomized  by  the  so-called  “gated  com¬ 
munities”  that  increasingly  grace  our 
nation’s  upscale  suburbs. 

And  indeed  this  is  arguably  what 
accounts  for  Burning  Man’s  significance 
in  the  local  cultural  landscape:  the  fact  that 
this  great  city  in  the  desert  is  founded  on 
such  solidly  suburban  core  values,  making 
it  a  uniquely  fitting  icon  for  a  time  when 
an  influx  of  professionals  from  Sunnyvale, 
Cupertino,  Menlo  Park  and  beyond  is 
bringing  new  life  to  our  once  moribund 
metropolis. 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 
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Branch  Library 
Bond  Measure 

As  City  Treasurer  and  as  a  former 
member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  I  want  to  urge  you 
this  November  to  support  a  $106  million 
bond  measure,  which  will  allow  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  to  rehabilitate  its 
aging  branch  library  system. 

If  approved,  the  bond  will  allow  the 
Library  to  repair  and  upgrade  19  branches, 
construct  five  new  buildings  and  make 
system-wide  improvements  to  support  the 
branches.  With  our  support,  all  of  San 
Francisco  branch  libraries  will  be  safer  and 
more  accessible  to  all. 

San  Francisco’s  branch  libraries  are  a 
vital  public  resource  -  providing  educa¬ 
tional,  social  and  occupational  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  the  City’s  diverse  neighborhoods.  In 
some  communities,  they  provide  the  only 
library  access  for  schools.  And,  libraries 
play  a  major  role  in  bridging  the  digital 
divide  by  providing  under-served  commu¬ 
nities  with  access  to  information  and  tech¬ 
nology  necessary  to  stay  competitive. 


There  is,  however,  a  great  deal  of 
work  that  needs  to  be  done  to  all  of  the 
branches  if  they  are  to  continue  to  serve 
the  City.  Of  the  twenty -six  existing  branch 
libraries,  19  require  significant  seismic 
work  to  ensure  they  are  safe  in  the  event  of 
a  major  earthquake.  Five  new  buildings 
will  be  constructed  to  replace  four  branch¬ 
es  currently  in  leased  facilities  and  a  new 
branch  will  be  built  in  the  Mission  Bay 
area. 

The  bond  will  also  provide  improved 
access  for  people  w  ith  disabilities  and  w  ill 
upgrade  electrical  and  other  operational 
systems  so  that  the  branches  are  all  wired 
for  Internet  access.  The  fact  is  many  of  our 


Joan  Holden 


Rea(L)  and 
Fa(K)e  Reform 

When  it  became  apparent  to  devel¬ 
opers  and  Mayor  Brown  that 
the  Save  San  Francisco  bal¬ 
anced-growth  initiative,  now  Proposition 
L,  would  not  only  make  the  ballot  but 
break  the  record  for  signature-gathering, 
they  made  a  Trojan  Horse.  Proposition  K. 

Proposition  L,  placed  on  the  ballot  by 
30,000  voters,  distills  the  key  demands 
community  activists,  affordable  housing 
advocates  and  artists  have  made  to  a  deaf 
and  blind  Planning  Commission,  Mayor 
and  Board  of  Supervisors  week  after 
weary  week  since  1997.  It  stops  the-  land 
rush:  by  defining  dotcoms  and  “live-work” 
lofts  as  what  they  are,  offices  and  housing, 
closing  the  loopholes  that  make  building 
them  cheap;  and  by  blocking  further 
office  construction  in  the  industrial  parts 
of  SOMA,  lower  Potrero,  and  the 
Mission — except  possibly,  if  the  commu¬ 
nity  agrees,  in  the  Armory.  It  prohibits 
conversion  of  live-work  lofts  to  offices  .  It 
requires  community -based  planning 
before  more  offices  are  built  in  Bay  view. 

It  mandates  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  consider  requiring  office  developers  to 
offer  10%  of  the  area  of  new  projects  to 
nonprofits  at  1/3  of  market  rate.  It  makes 
protecting  community-serving  nonprofits 
and  arts  official  City  policy. 

By  exempting  some  areas  from  the 
annual  limit  on  new  office  construction,  it 
also  allows  reasonable  increased  growth — 
in  places  where  it  will  not  cause  displace¬ 
ment.  . 

Proposition  K,  brought  to  you  by  the 
mayor  and  Supervisors  Becerril,  Brown, 
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City  Treasurer 
Susan  Leal 

branches  arc  more  than  50  years  old  and 
have  not  been  updated  in  any  way. 

The  Mission  branch  is  a  fine  example 
of  what  a  branch  can  be  like  after  a  suc¬ 
cessful  renovation.  As  Chair  of  the 
fundraising  effort  for  this  project,  I  have 
watched  the  benefits  this  restored  and 
upgraded  building  brings  to  its  patrons. 
The  1999  re-opening  of  the  Mission 
branch  on  Bartlett  Street  gave  the  commu¬ 
nity  a  safer,  more  modem  location  from 
which  to  serve  its  bilingual  community  . 

The  renovation  was  done  with  special 
care  to  retain  as  much  of  the  historic  orig¬ 
inal  Carnegie  building  as  possible.  The 
remodeled  building  features  a  new  chil¬ 
dren’s  room,  a  computer  tutor  room,  and 
provides  greater  access  with  a  new  eleva¬ 
tor.  It  is  my  hope  that  all  branches  receive 
this  same  opportunity  for  revitalization. 

On  November  7,  I  encourage  you  to 
vote  yes  on  the  branch  library  bond  mea¬ 
sure.  Doing  so  will  improve  educational 
opportunities  for  all  San  Franciscans, 
improve  facilities  which  house  targeted 
community  materials  and  programs,  and 
ensure  the  safety  of  all  Library  patrons  and 
staff. 


If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  bond  or  want  to  become  more 
involved,  please  contact  the  Committee  to 

Save  Branch  Libraries  at  (415)  241-7321 
or  at  librarya@pacbell.net. 


Katz  and  Yaki,  is  actually  a  measure  to  gut 
grow  th  controls,  dressed  up  in  some  attrac¬ 
tive  features  cribbed  from  Proposition  L. 

It  defines  dot-coms  as  offices:  a  big 
turnaround  for  the  mayor.  It  stops  office 
expansion  in  Potrero  and  the  industrial 
Mission:  a  big  victory  for  the  Mission 
Anti-Displacement  Coalition,  which  drew 
500  people  to  the  June  meeting  with 
Planning  Director  Gerald  Green  at  Horace 
Mann,  600  to  the  Planning  Commision 
meeting  at  City  Hall  two  weeks  later  and 
1000  at  a  march  through  the  Mission  in 
August.  Evidently  those  mobilizations — 
and  the  good  press  they  got — were  noted. . 

But  Proposition  K  does  nothing  about 
live-work  lofts,  nothing  to  protect  SOMA 
and  Bayview,  nothing  to  specifically  pro¬ 
tect  arts  and  nonprofits.  And  the  mayor 
could  define  dot-coms,  or  protect  industri¬ 
al  zones,  with  a  word  to  Gerald  Green. 

WHY  did  the  mayor  go  to  the  the  bal¬ 
lot?  BECAUSE:  only  the  voters  can  over¬ 
turn  the  annual  limits  on  office  space, 
passed  by  initiative  in  1986.  The  Mayor's 
polling  shows  they  aren’t  about  to;  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  L’s  signature  drive  shows  the  peo¬ 
ple  want  to  be  heard  on  the  land-use  issue; 
so  the  Mayor  and  his  brain  trust  are  trying 
to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone:  defeat  L 
and  bust  the  annual  limit,  by  presenting  an 
office-decontrol  measure  disguised  as 
office  controls.  Prop  K  creates  a  new 
series  of  planning  loopholes  that  would 
double  the  annual  limit  in  the  first  year, 
and  allow  1,500,000  square  feet  of  new 
office  construction  by  April,  2001.  Office 
building  would  explode  in  SOMA  and 
Bayview. 

More  on  K’s  sneaky  features  next 
month. 


995  Valencia  Street  @  21st 
415.821.3210  •1/vww.. ringx3.com 
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Chinese 


Medkane 


Dr.  Susan  L.  Oyakawa  I 

CmROPitAC'rtm  I 


vitality 


acupuncture 
herbal  medicine 

health  counseling 
a  unique  blend  of  East  with  west 

PATMAYO,  ms, lac 

1364  Valencia  San  Franciaco,  CA  94110 
(415)  970-1064  patmayo#aol.com 
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S«n  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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balance 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Property  ownership  may  be  a  lot 
closer  than  you  think 

New  program’s  goal  is  to  prevent  local  businesses  from  being  displaced 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplied  and  color  photofinishing  service. 


By  Judy  West 

Last  month,  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  (MEDA) 
announced  a  new  focus  to  their 
property  ownership  assistance  programs 
for  businesses  in  the  Missioa  With  new 
program  partners  and  a  directed  focus  on 
existing  local  businesses,  MEDA  is  doing 
their  part  to  keep  skyrocketing  property 
values  in  the  hands  of  the  local  population 
instead  of  selling  the  neighborhood  whole¬ 
sale  to  the  latest  wave  of  new  transplants. 


Property  acquisition  loans  are  not  typ¬ 
ically  available  for  new  start-up  compa¬ 
nies,  but  if  you  have  been  in  business  for  a 
few  years  you  may  be  surprised  at  the 
options  available  to  you  to  purchase  a 
building  for  your  business  operations. 
MEDA’s  new  commercial  ownership  pro¬ 
gram  is  designed  expressly  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  They  offer  pre-acquisition  consulta¬ 
tion  and  loan  qualification  services  to  get 
you  started  and  will  help  you  through 
every  step  of  the  loan  process,  from 
financing  and  space  location  to  post-loan 
assistance. 


1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


modern  times  bookstore 


A  progressive  resource 

for  the  Bay  Area. 

A  neighborhood  bookstore 
for  the  Mission. 


28  years  of  independent  bookselling! 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


Local  small  businesses  are  the  back¬ 
bone  of  San  Francisco’s  economy  and 
when  they  are  loosing  their  leases  due  to 
rent  increases  it  can  be  an  economic  crisis 
of  serious  proportion  to  the  City  as  a 
whole.  The  owners  of  these  businesses  are 
not  necessarily  just  having  to  move  slight¬ 
ly  further  away,  since  rents  are  out  of  con¬ 
trol  all  over  the  Bay  Area.  Some  business¬ 
es  have  to  close  altogether,  which  can 
mean  that  families  loose  their  entire  liveli¬ 
hoods. 

One  of  the  key  reasons  many  long¬ 
time  businesses  in  the  Mission  are  leaving 
the  area  is  that  they  do  not  own  tire  build¬ 
ings  where  their  businesses  are  located  and 
are  not  prepared  to  respond  to  drastic  rent 
increases  by  new  competitors.  Many  small 
and  locally  owned  businesses  do  not  own 
property  because  the  “hoops”  that  are 
required  to  jump  through,  in  order  to  get  a 
loan,  can  be  insurmountable  to  anyone 
who  has  not  been  through  it  before.  The 
goal  of  MEDA’s  new  Commercial 
Ownership  Program  is  to  ensure  that  long 
term  businesses  stay  and  continue  to  oper¬ 
ate  in  San  Francisco. 

According  to  MEDA’s  Executive 
Director  Luis  Granados,  MEDA  con¬ 
firmed  through  research  they  did.  that  a 
large  percentage  of  existing  local  business¬ 
es  do  have  the  income  and  cash  flow 
required  to  satisfy  lenders  criteria  for  com¬ 
mercial  property  loans.  Banks  also  expect 
a  relatively  polished  presentation  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  plan  with  cash  flow  projections  into 
the  future,  which  are  often  difficult  for 
many  business  owners  to  prepare.  This  is 
where  MEDA  provides  their  greatest  ser¬ 
vice,  which  is  to  help  businesses  develop 
and  present  business  plans  to  potential 
lenders. 


Typical  loans  made  available  for  com¬ 
mercial  property  are  considered  more 
risky  than  those  made  fdr  residential 
homes.  This  translates  into  higher  interest 
rates,  and  higher  down  payments,  etc.  But 
loans  are  available  with  as  little  as  10% 
down  payments,  with  preferences  given  to 
new  job  creation  or  meeting  a  national 
objective.  MEDA  has  partnered  with  The 
Morrison  Company 

(TMC),  the  Bay  Area’s  largest  Small 
Business  Association  (SBA)  certified 
Development  Company,  to  assist  appli¬ 
cants  in  obtaining  loan  financing. 

Anti-displacement  Efforts  Need 
Focus  on  Ownership 

Recent  efforts  by  groups  such  as  the 
Mission  Anti-displacement  Coalition 
(MAC)  have  finally  been  successful  in 
bringing  awareness  to  the  seriousness  of 
the  crisis  facing  the  Mission  with  stagger¬ 
ing  rent  increases  and  evictions.  But  the 
City  could  do  so  much  more  to  help  turn 
existing  tenants  into  owners  if  it  was 
demanded  of  them. 

Unfortunately  the  presentations  from 
the  neighborhood  typically  fall  back  on  the 
premise  that  private  land  ownership  is  the 
problem  and  ownership  is  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  the  little  guys.  Yet,  for  better  or  for 
worse,  the  system  we  live  in  is  fundamen¬ 
tally  based  on  the  laws  of  private  property 
and  the  sooner  each  individual  faces  up  to 
this  reality,  the  sooner  they  will  get  it 
together  and  secure  their  place  in  future. 

The  debates  about  gentrification  and 
displacement  in  the  Mission  are  too  often 
clouded  by  well-meaning  individuals  tout¬ 
ing  the  evils  of  property  ownership  and  the 
nirvana  that  awaits  us  if  only  the  govern¬ 
ment  owned  or  controlled  all  the  land.  This 
debate  may  be  appropriate  for  the  class¬ 
room  or  for  intellectual  banter,  but  it  is 
doing  nothing  to  help  the  real  world  situa¬ 
tion  that  will  continue,  where  real  estate 
can  be  bought  and  sold  out  from  under 
existing  tenants.  MEDA’s  new  program  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  every  step 
counts.  But  this  neighborhood  needs  a 
broad  and  sweeping  effort  to  transition 
tenants  into  owners,  both  residents  and 
businesses,  which  will  only  come  to  pass  if 
the  people  demand  it. 

Richard  Marquez,  a  frequent 
spokesman  MAC,  spoke  glowingly  about 
MEDA’s  new  ownership  program,  high¬ 
lighting  the  importance  of  owning  proper¬ 
ty  in  his  family’s  ability  to  remain  in  the 
neighborhood  for  generations. 
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The  Oberiin  Dance  Collective  circa.  1972 


Today:  Shannon  Mitchell  and  Damon  White  Photo  by  RJ  Muna 


ODC,  a  model  of  surviving  in  style, 
celebrates  its  20/30  anniversary 


By  Anhoni  Patel 

On  September  23rd  the  internation¬ 
ally  renowned  Oberiin  Dance 
Collective  (ODC),  will  hold  their 
20/30  Anniversary  Gala  heralding  30 
years  of  performance,  and  20  years  since 
the  foundation  of  the  ODC  School  and 
Theater.  At  a  time  in  the  Mission  when  art 
spaces  are  becoming  as  rare  as  white  tigers 
in  the  jungle,  stalwart  ODC  is  thriving  and 
celebrating  over  two  decades  of  dance. 

The  event  will  occur  in  the  midst  of 
controversial  evictions  like  that  of  Dance 
Mission  While  the  dance  company,  school 
and  theater  examine  their  past;  they  are 
also  gripping  themselves  for  the  after 
effects  of  a  quickly  changing  arts  environ¬ 
ment.  As  the  number  of  artists  living  in  the 
Bay  Area  dwindles,  the  three  sections  that 
comprise  ODC  play  an  even  greater  role  in 
the  cultural  network  of  the  community. 

When  ODC  Founder  and  Artistic 
Director  Brenda  Way  first  moved  to  the 
West  Coast  from  Oberiin  College  in  Ohio, 
she  and  her  newly  formed  troupe  created  a 
studio  on  Potrero  Hill.  They  transformed 
the  space  into  a  dancer’s  oasis.  Then  their 
landlord  dropped  by.  Deciding  that  he 
could  get  a  lot  more  money  for  the  space, 
he  evicted  the  studio.  Incidents  of  this  kind 
have  almost  become  every  day  news  in  San 
Francisco,  where  art  space  is  being 
snatched  up  and  turned  into  dubious 
live/work  lofts,  and  dot-com  offices. 

After  being  kicked  out  of  their  studio 
in  1980,  Way  took  a  bold  step  and  bought 
a  building  on  the  edges  of  the  Mission 
District.  As  part  of  her  vision,  she  then 
created  the  ODC  School  and  the  ODC 
Theater.  Since  they  are  the  owners,  they 
are  not  at  risk  of  losing  their  space,  unlike 
many  other  artists  and  performance  groups 
in  the  City  w  hom  rent.  As  Theater  Director 
Andrew  Wood  notes,  “...most  of  the  artists 
in  San  Francisco  are  subject  to  the  whims 
of  their  landlords  and  the  ones  that  are  still 
around  are  fortunate  to  have  benevolent 
ones.” 

In  many'  ways  ODC  serves  as  a  model 
for  arts  organizations  by  procuring  enough 
funds  to  secure  a  space  that  guarantees 
their  existence  and  ability  to  perform.  But 
in  a  real  estate  market  inundated  with  well- 
funded  hi-tech  companies,  it  is  increasing¬ 
ly  difficult  to  purchase  creative  space. 
Frustrated  by  the  collapse  of  a  number  of 
smaller  arts  organizations.  Wood  believes 
that,  “...arts  facilities  need  to  be  taken  off 
the  market  and  secured  or  else  the  arts  will 
die  in  San  Francisco.”  Many  artists  have 
already  been  forced  to  flee  the  skyrocket¬ 
ing  rents  of  the  city  and  the  Bay  Area  alto¬ 
gether . . - 


A  fill  capacity  facility 

The  pressure  on  organizations  such  as 
ODC  increases  after  many  of  these  small¬ 
er  companies  leave.  As  a  result,  the  burden 
of  supporting  and  creating  art  falls  on  a 
few  artists’  and  companies’  shoulders  - 
which  can  be  a  heavy  responsibility  (not  to 
mention  detrimental  to  the  diverse  San 
Francisco  art  scene).  As  it  is,  the  ODC 
dance  studio  is  open  and  occupied  to  full 
capacity  an  average  of  18  hours  per  day,  7 
days  a  week;  the  closing  of  other  spaces 
brings  more  people  to  their  already  crowd¬ 
ed  doorstep. 


Now,  more  than  ever,  the  work  of 
groups  like  ODC  is  vital  to  the  City.  Not 
only  has  the  company  been  a  staple  in  the 
artists’  world  but  the  school  and  theater  are 
also  involved  in  the  civic  affairs  and  cul¬ 
tural  life  of  its  community.  While  ODC’s 
dance  company  spreads  a  taste  of  San 
Francisco  all  over  the  world,  its  school 
teaches  over  two  hundred  students  a  week 
and  the  theater  hosts  hundreds  of  local, 
national  and  international  artists  each  year. 
The  theater  consciously  programs  talent 
that  encompasses  and  portrays  the  Latino 
culture  of  the  Mission.  ODC  also  brings 
different  forms  of  ethnic  dance  and  culture 
to  the  area,  such  as  last  year’s  Butoh 
Festival,  which  would  not  otherwise  be 
seen,  particularly  in  such  an  intimate  and 
accessible  environment 
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In  addition  to  its  vital  role  in  arts  edu¬ 
cation,  ODC  provides  access  for  various 
arts  organizations  to  rehearsal  and  perfor¬ 
mance  space.  This  year  over  60%  of  all 
performances  at  the  theater  have  utilized 
their  professional  equipment  and  experi¬ 
enced  staff 

Taking  it  to  the  streets 

This  type  of  community  involvement  w  ill 
be  visible  during  ODC’s  gala  event,  w  hich 
will  take  place  both  inside  and  outside  the 
theater.  Margaret  Jenkins,  a  friend  and  col¬ 
league.  and  her  dance  troupe,  Margaret 
Jenkins  Dance  Company,  will  perform 
along  with  dancers  from  ODC  School’s 
Dance  Jam.  ODC/San  Francisco  will  be 
performing  Hugging  the  Shore,  a  physical¬ 
ly  challenging  piece  consisting  of  five 
male,  and  one  female  dancers  The  rugged 
creation  focuses  on  the  role  of  women  as 
catalysts  for  men.  Unlike  Way's  earlier 
works,  which  are  elegantly  polished  cen¬ 
terpieces  of  modem  dance,  this  piece  has  a 


raw  edge,  and  features  music  by  jazz,  musi¬ 
cians  Lenny  Pickett  and  the  Borneo  Homs: 
Martin,  Wood  and  Medeski,  with  vocals 
from  Sheila  Chandra 

There  will  also  be  a  street  party  with 
local  musicians  John  Santos  and  the 
Machete  Ensemble,  who  are  considered 
one  of  the  foremost  contemporary  Afro- 
Cuban  players  in  the  US.  ODC/San 
Francisco  inv  ites  all  to  come  celebrate  the 
fortune  of  Bay  Area  artists  and  Mission 
residents;  that  such  a  space  exists  and  will 
continue  to  be  a  part  of  the  City’s  cultural 
fabric. 


ODC  Gala  Performance  <£  Block  Party. 
September  23.  1 7th  Street  at  Shotwell.  6pm 
in  the  Gallery:  Hosted  Reception.  7pm  in 
the  Theater:  ODC/San  Francsico. 

Margaret  Jenkins  Dance  Company,  the 

Dance  Jam.  8pm  on  1 7th  Street:  John 
Santos  <&  the  Machete  Ensemble. 
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MAIN  GALLERY 

$2.00 


A  X  X  V  A  L  SI’OKEX  WORD  SERIES 


&  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts’  Forum 
701  Mission  Street  at  3rd 

Featuring  Lenauasos  bv:  Sandra  Maria  Csteves  •  Jose  Montoya  •  Aileen  Reyes 
Roberto  Tinoco  Duran  •  Aya  de  Leon  •  Jack  Agiieros 
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Dia  df,  los  Muertos  ix  California 
October  7  through  December  !H,  2000 

Opening  Deception: 

Friday,  October  (>,  G  -  Opm 


Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  D  •  San  Francisco  •  415.202.9700 
Galleries  &  La  Tienda  Open  Wed  -  Sun,  11am  -  5pm 
$4  Gen.  •  $3  students  &  seniors 


Lenguasos: 

Puerto  Rican  £r  Chicano  Spoken  Word 


Friday,  September  15±  2000  •  5:30  -  7:30pm  •  FREE 


Performance: 


@  Intersection  for  the  Arts ,  W6  Valencia  (btwn  15th/16th) 


Saturday.  September  16 
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Come  see  the  plans  for  your 
new  de  Young  Museum 


My  deYoung 


I  love  this  painting  hv  William 
McCloskey.  Look  at  that  peeled 
orange!  Can't  you  imagine  taking 
a  hite  and  letting  the  juice  run 
down  vour  chi  nr  I  can  t  wait  to 
celebrate  mv  62nd  anniversary  of 
visiting  the  de  Young,  when  I 
come  for  opening  day  in  2004. 
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The  creekway  can  still  be  seen  in  this  contemporary  photo  of  the  Treat  Street  bend  Photo  by  Judy  West 


Mission  Creek  Bikeway 
project  gets  rolling 

Plan  to  link  the  Mission  with  the  Bay  recieves  first  funding 


Mission  Creek  in  1860  as  seen  from  16*  and  Bryant.  Note  the  footbridge  in  the  center,  the 
current  location  of  the  convergence  of  Hamsion,  Treat  and  16*' 


By  Victor  Miller 

n  ambitious  project  to  create  a 
pedestrian-friendly  bikeway  and  a 
public  art  greenbelt  that  will  link 
the  Mission  District  with  the  Bay,  has 
received  $30,000  from  the  Bay  Area 
Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission 
and  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Parking  &  Traffic.  The  grant  will  allow  the 
Mission-based  nonprofit,  the  Madrina 
Group  to  complete  a  one  year  feasibility 
and  planning  study  that  will  serve  as  the 
template  for  the  development  of  the 
Mission  Creek  Bikeway. 

As  it  is  envisioned  now,  the  Bikeway 
will  connect  the  city’s  oldest  community 
(the  Mission),  with  its  newest  (Mission 
Bay),  via  an  off-street  bikeway  and  green- 
belt,  along  land  previously  occupied  by  an 
abandoned  railroad  right-of-way.  This 
“rails-to-trails”  project  will  safely  link  the 
residential  neighborhoods  surrounding  the 
Mission,  Noe  Valley,  and  Bernal  Heights 
with  the  Caltrain  station,  Pac  Bell  Park  and 
other  commuter  destinations  of  South  of 
Market  and  the  eastern  waterfront.  The 
goal  is  to  transform  what  is  now  a  grim 
and  dangerous,  yet  vital  passage  through  a 
heavy  commercial/industrial  corridor  into 
a  safe,  enjoyable  and  educational  journey 
through  heart  of  the  City.  Along  the  way 


there  will  be  ample  space  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  mini-park  landscaping,  environ¬ 
mental  education  and  opportunities  for  art 
markers:  outdoor  sculptures,  murals  and 
installations. 

The  Bikeway  project  also  provides  an 
important  connection  to  San  Francisco’s 
social  and  natural  framework  as  it  follows 
the  contour  of  the  historical  Mission 
Creek.  The  now  underground  waterway 
served  both  the  Ohlone  Indians  and  early 
Spanish  settlers,  and  was  used  as  a  naviga¬ 
ble  waterway  from  16th  and  Harrison 
Streets  to  the  open  w  aters  of  Mission  Bay 
(see  map)  during  days  of  the  Gold  Rush. 

Both  were  filled  to  create  a  railroad 
and  shipping  complex  in  the  late  1800’s. 
The  rail  line  was  built  along  the  shore  of 
the  creek  that  can  still  be  seen  today  on  a 
street  map  as  Treat  and  Division  Streets 
follow  the  shoreline  and  northern  contour 
around  Potrcro  Hill.  Today  the  remaining 
evidence  of  the  creek  is  the  Mission  Creek 
Channel  and  harbor,  a  narrow  extension  of 
China  Basin  and  home  to  a  funky  house¬ 
boat  community. 

Abandonment  of  the  railroad  right-of- 
way  in  1990  created  a  rare  opportunity  to 
reclaim  a  semblance  of  this  lost  natural 
heritage.Last  year  at  the  triple  intersection 


of  16th,  Harrison  and  Treat  Streets,  the 
Madrina  Group  installed  a  mosaic  mural, 
the  bike  trail ’s  first  art  marker,  on  the  wall 
of  Howard  Quinn  Printers  building  depict¬ 
ing  the  creek  and  a  footbridge  that  once 
crossed  it  at  that  location.  Judy  West,  pro¬ 
ject  director  for  the  Madrina  Group  and  a 
frequent  contributor  to  this  publication  on 
land  use  issues,  emphasized  in  a  brochure 
memorializing  the  murals  inauguration, 
the  synergy  of  environmentalism  and  an 
that  are  the  essence  of  the  Mission  Creek 
Bikeway  Project.  “The  ongoing  art-marker 
project  w  ill  facilitate  the  interaction  of  tal¬ 
ented  local  artists  with  their  environment 
while  beautify  ing  the  landscape  for  the 
entire  community.  Environmental  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  are  also  created  w  hen 


we  illustrate  tangible  relationships 

between  land  use  and  the  natural  environ¬ 
ment ”  West  said 

At  the  unveiling  ceremonies  last 
October  Mayor  Willie  Brown  praised  both 
the  mural  and  the  Bikeway  plan  saying, 
"Projects  like  this  are  what  makes  San 
Francisco  a  great  city.”  The  Bikeway, 
which  will  begin  at  this  key  intersection, 
was  off  to  a  good  start.The  proposed 
Mission  Creek  Bikeway  passes  along 
property  that  is  ow  ned  by  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  State  and  local,  as  well  a  private 
individuals,  that  are  the  coveted  parking 
lots  serving  one  of  the  hottest  real  estate 
markets  in  the  nation. 

Negotiating  agreements  with  all  these 
various  entities  is  going  to  be  a  test  of 
patience,  ingenuity,  and  commitment.  A 
coordinated  effort  on  the  part  of  many  City 
agencies  will  be  required  to  move  the  pro¬ 
ject  forward,  w  hich  can  only  be  done  with 
the  full  support  of  our  Board  of 
Superv  isors  or  Mayor. 

The  Madrina  Group  will  be  working 
in  collaboration  with  SF-DPT,  the  feisty 
San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition,  and 
assisted  by  the  Rails  to  Trails 
Conservancy',  a  national  organization 
experienced  and  dedicated  to  restoring 
railroad  corridors.  West  foresees  a  long¬ 
term  effort  to  make  the  Bikeway  a  reality. 
“I  see  this  as  what  could  be  a  ten-year  pro¬ 
ject  before  the  entire  route  is  completed 
with  landscaping  and  water  sculptures." 

One  of  the  first  steps  in  that  process 
this  fall  will  be  a  series  of  planning  work¬ 
shops  with  all  possible  stake  holders 
including  representatives  for  bicyclists, 
commuters,  public  agencies,  local  proper¬ 
ty  owners  and  business  organizations. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  sessions  or  volunteer  time  to  help 
move  the  outreach  and  planning  efforts 
forward,  please  contact  Leah  Shahum  of 
the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition  at:  431-BIKE  or 
e-mail  to  sfbc@igc.org. _ _ 
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Dog  gone?  -  A  free  pet  loss  support  group  for 
grieving  pet  owners.  SF/SPCA  Learning 
Center,  243  Alabama,  7:30pm.  Call  554-3050. 

1st  Tuesday  Jazz  -  The  13-piece  Marcus 
Shelby  Jazz  Orchestra  performs  ’Lights"  a 
wor1<  in  progress  based  on  the  play  by  Howard 
Korder  about  the  history  of  cities.  Intersection 
for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia,  8pm,  $12-15.  Call 
626-3311. 
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The  auto  destruct  sequence  has  begun  - 

Katie  Alvord,  author  of  Divorce  Your  Carl  talks 
about  the  origins  and  history  of  four-wheel-phil- 
ia  and  how  to  deal  with  the  excesses  of  that 
condition.  Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia, 
7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 
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Color  me  black  and  blue  -  Leading  civil  rights 
attorney  John  Burris,  author  of  Blue  vs.  Black: 
Let's  End  the  Conflict  Between  Cops  and 
Minorities,  kicks  off  this  bimonthly  forum  on 
human  rights  sponsored  by  Global  Exchange. 
Cell  Space,  2050  Bryant,  7:30pm,  free.  Call 
255-7296  ext229. 
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Heritage  on  film  -  As  part  of  Latino  Heritage 
Month,  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences 
hosts  an  evening  of  Latino  film  and  video.  A 
reception  in  the  Earth  and  Space  Hall  at  6:30 
precedes  the  8pm  event  California  Academy 
of  the  Sciences,  Golden  Gate  Park,  $6.  Call 
750-7145. 
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An  afternoon  of  muck  -  The  San  Francisco 
League  of  Urban  Gardeners  gives  a  class  in 
the  fine  art  of  composting.  Handy,  even  if  you 
don't  have  a  backyard.  Alioto  Park,  20th  & 
Capp,  10am,  free.  Call  285-7584. 

An  evening  of  muck  and  Gore  -  Alexander 
Cockbum  socks  it  to  the  Democrats'  great 
wooden  hope  with  a  book  party  for  Al  Gore:  A 
User's  Manual,  a  predictably  savage  dismem¬ 
berment  co-written  with  Jeffery  St.  Clair.  AK 
Press,  122  Shotwell,  7pm,  free.  Call  864-0892. 


No  one  can  evict  the  sun  -  Award  winning 
Chilean  poet  Hector  Ahumada  is  joined  by  a 
stellar  cast  of  local  bohos  and  musicians  for  an 
evening  of  spoken  word  and  tunes  celebrating 
the  spirit  of  the  Mission.  JaValencia,  928 
Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  550-8444. 

10 _ 
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Love  trouble  -  Mad  Love,  inspired  by  the  1935 
expressionistic  classic  with  Peter  Lorre,  is  a 
comic  melodrama  by  the  Del'Arte  Players 
Company  that's  about  an  angsty  surgeon  going 
nutso  over  a  Theater  of  Horrors  actress.  Yerba 
Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission,  7pm, 
$15.  Call  978-ARTS. 

11 _ 
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4-D  lights  -  "Afternoon  Sun"  is  Minori  Yata's 
four-dimensional  poetry  installation  utilizing 
sound,  movement,  music  and  Butoh  dancers. 
Noh  Space,  2840  Mariposa,  8pm,  $10.  Call 
621-0507. 

12 _ 
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The  brawl  in  the  fall  casts  a  fearful  pall  - 

With  seventeen  candidates  running  for 
Supervisor  in  District  6  (Soma,  Tenderloin, 
Downtown,  and  North  Mission),  a  steel  cage 
match  run  by  the  WWF  might  be  more  appro¬ 
priate  than  this  candidate  debate  hosted 
by  the  League  of  Women  Voters.  SF  Main 
Library's  Koret  Auditorium,  7pm,  free.  Call  989- 
8683. 

13  _ 
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Smoke  screening  -  A  History  of  Denial  details 
the  greed-driven  evil  of  major  tobacco  compa¬ 
nies  through  archival  footage,  commercials  and 
PSA's  documenting  a  half  century  of  manipula¬ 
tive  lies  designed  to  get  the  American  public  to 
smoke,  smoke,  smoke  that  cigarette  and  puff, 
puff,  puff  itself  to  death.  Roxie  Cinema,  3117 
16th  Street  2, 4, 6, 8,  and  10pm,  2pm  show  $4, 
all  the  rest  $7.  Call  863-1087. 

14  _ 
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Dem  vs.  us  -  The  Radical  Women  contingent  is 
back  from  protests  at  the  Democratic 
Convention  and  their  not  happy.  If  you're  inter¬ 
ested  in  building  an  anti-capitalist  alternative, 


drop  in  on  this  discussion  of  the  same.  New 
Valencia  Hall,  1908  Mission,  hearty  dinner  at 
6:15  for  $6.50,  discussion  at  7pm,  free.  Call 
864-1278. 

15  _ 
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Codex  games  -  Author/performer  Guillermo 
Gomez-Peria  celebrates  the  dual  publication  of 
Codex  Espangliensis  and  Dangerous  Border 
Crossers.  Both  works  deal  with  the  continuum 
of  conquest,  colonialism,  and  globalization  and 
their  roles  in  the  evolution  of  Latino  cultural 
identity.  Modern  Times  Books,  888  Valencia, 
7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 

Word!  -  Reception  and  book  signing  for 
Lenguasos,  a  collection  of  Puerto  Rican  and 
Chicano  spoken  word.  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia,  5:30,  free.  Call  202-9700. 

MATANZA  -  A  screening  of  Bitter  Memories,  a 
documentary  about  the  1982  massacre  of 
Mayan  Indians  in  Huehuetenango,  Guatemala. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission,  7pm, 
$5.  Call  821-1155. 

16  _ 
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Spoken  palabra  -  An  evening  of  Puerto  Rican 
and  Chicano  poets,  including  Jose  Montoya, 
Roberto  Duran  and  Aya  de  Leon  in  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  Juan  Sanchez:  Printed  Convictions/ 
Convicciones  Grabadas.  Yerba  Buena  Center 
for  the  Arts,  701  Mission,  7:30,  $5.  Call  978- 
ARTS. 

C  and  C  will  make  you  free  -  In  celebration  of 
Mexican  Independence  Day,  chef  Agustin 
Gayatan  discusses  tools  and  techniques  of 
food  preparation  going  back  to  pre-Columbian 
times  with  a  focus  on  the  basics:  com  and 
chiles.  California  Academy  of  the  Sciences, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  1pm,  free  with  museum 
admission.  Call  7 50-7145. 

Get  on  board  the  citizen  ship  -  For  all  those 
wishing  to  become  citizens,  this  Citizenship 
Fair  is  a  must-go  event.  All  the  information  you 
need  to  become  a  citizen  will  be  confidentially 
provided  free  of  Charge.  Cesar  Chavez  School 
on  Folsom  between  22nd  and  23rd,  10am  - 
4pm,  Call  824-2330  ext.  5210. 


17  _ 

NHvW 

A  walk  in  the  woods  -  The  Hoover  Wood 
Quintet  performs  works  by  composers  you 
probably  never  heard  of,  but  does  it  beautifully. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp,  4pm,  $5- 
10.  Call  647-6015  or  surf  to  www.sfmusic.org. 

18  _ 
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Let  the  games  begin  -  The  league  of  Women 
Voters  hosts  a  debate  by  candidates  running 
for  Supervisor  in  District  9  (Mission,  and  Bernal 
Heights)  moderated  by  FRaul  Ramirez  of  KQED 
Radio.  Cesar  Chavez  School  825  Shotwell,  7- 
9pm,  free.  Call  989-8683. 

19  _ 
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Word  wise  -  Poets  Paula  Farkas  and  Maurice 
Woods  do  some  tongue  stunts  followed  by  the 
dread  open  mic.  Bird  and  Beckett  Books  and 
Records,  2788  Diamond,  7:30pm,  free.  Call 
586-3733. 

20  _ 
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Car  talk  -  Sol  Dollinger  gives  a  first  person 
account  of  the  birth  and  early  years  of  the 
United  Autoworkers  Union  as  related  in  his 
book  Not  Automatic.  Modem  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 

21 _ _ 
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Visit  the  behemoth  -  Free  guided  tours  of  the 
new  Mission  Bay  mega-development  of 
UCSF's  43  acre  campus  leave  at  noon  from 
530  Parnassus  and  include  a  stop  at  the 

Catellus  Mission  Bay  Visitor  Center  and  a  look 
at  plans  of  the  whole  303-acre  shebang.  Call 
476-4394  one  week  in  advance  for  reserva¬ 
tions. 

22 _ 
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Satan  is  my  choreographer  -  The  Devilettes, 
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The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


New  Mission  News 
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the  Mission's  one  and  only  all  woman  synchro¬ 
nized  dance  troupe,  do  a  live  tribute  to  the  lost 
art  of  Go-Go  accompanied  by  60's  music  films. 
Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  Street,  two  shows 
7:30  &  10,  $7.  Call  863-1087. 

23  _ 
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Day  and  nightlife  -  Day:  Mango,  free  women’s 
dance  party  with  DJ's  Edaj  and  Chili  (hip-hop, 
dance  hall,  salsa,  soca,  and  samba)  3-8pm, 
complimentary  omnivore  BBQ  3-5pm.  Night: 
Live  music  with  Nads  &  Los  Cerveceros,  9pm 
door,  10pm  show,  $5.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission. 
Call  282-3325. 

24  _ 
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Deck  the  hall  -  Chanticleer,  the  Grammy  win¬ 
ning  vocal  ensemble,  performs  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  for  the  St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church 
Parish  Hall.  St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church, 
3281  16th  Street,  7pm,  $23.  Call  863-6371. 

The  equinox  rocks  -  The  first  Annual 
Autumnal  Equinox  Celebration  presented  by 
the  Native  American  Cultural  Center.  Features 
Keith  Secola  and  the  Wild  Band  of  Indians  per¬ 
forming  a  mix  of  traditional  tribal  music  heavily 
laced  with  reggae,  hip-hop  and  blues.  Also, 
Singer/Song  Writer  Anne  Humphrey  whose 
songs  reflect  contemporary  Native  American 
Culture,  Deborah  lyall,  Medicine  warrior 
Dancers  and  lots  more.  Rez  repast,  Indian 
tacos  and  frybread  will  be  served.  Cafe 
Cocomo,  650  Indiana,  5-10pm.  Call  406-6332 
or  go  to  www.epowwow.org. 

25  _ 
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Bookenders  -  Five  major  conglomerates  con¬ 
trol  80%  of  all  book  sales;  another  reason  why 
your  novel  will  never  be  published.  Andre 
Schiffrin  discusses  this  sony  state  of  affairs  as 
detailed  in  his  book:  The  Business  of  Books. 
Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30pm, 
free.  Call  282-9246. 

26  _ 
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Outside  cinema  with  munchies  -  On  the 

Verge,  an  evening  of  short  films  about  losing 
one's  faculties.  Complimentary  omnivore  BBQ 
at  7pm,  Rims  at  8:30.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission,  $7. 
Call  282-3325. 

27  _ 
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Cold  cash  and  cold  warriors  -  Daniel  Burton 
Rose  talks  about  his  book  Private  Warriors,  a 
look  at  how  ex-generals  and  former  govern¬ 
ment  war  machine  operatives  now  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  have  maneuvered  and  enriched 
themselves  by  keeping  post-cold  war  military 
spending  obscenely  high.  Modern  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282- 
9246. 

28  _ 
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Subversive  hilarity  -  Populist,  radio  commen¬ 
tator,  author,  and  Texas  Agricultural 
Commissioner,  Jim  Hightower  casts  a  merci¬ 
less  eye  at  the  presidential  race  in  his  road 
show  "Election  2000:  A  Space  Odyssey.' 
Mission  High  School,  3750  18th  Street,  8pm, 
$10-12.  Call  848-6767  ext.  609. 

The  way  we  aren't  -  Francisco  Complis 
screens  a  documentary  history  of  the  Mission 
between  1920  and  1950.  Discussion  follows. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission,  6pm, 
free.  Call  821-1155. 

29 _ 
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Subversive  hilarity  -  Populist,  radio  commen¬ 


tator,  author,  and  Texas  Agncultural 
Commissioner,  Jim  Hightower  casts  a  merci¬ 
less  eye  at  the  presidential  race  in  his  road 
show  'Election  2000:  A  Space  Odyssey  ' 
Mission  High  School,  3750  18th  Street,  8pm, 
$10-12.  Call  848-6767  ext  609. 


an  Asian  American  all  woman  dance  company, 
expresses  the  conflict  between  ancestral  roots 
and  modem  life  as  experienced  by  three  gen¬ 
erations  of  Chinese  women  Theater  Artaud, 
450  Flonda,  September  22-33  &  28-30,  8pm, 
$15-16.  Call  621-7797. 


Cine  Club  -  Films  dealing  with  the  subject 
"Revolution  in  Latin  Amenca'  are  shown  every 
Thursday.  9/7  I  Am  Cuba,  9/14  Viva  Zapata! 
9/21  The  House  of  Spirits,  9/28  A  Funny  Dirty 
Little  War.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission,  7pm,  $1.  Call  821-1155. 


The  way  we  aren't  -  Francisco  Complis 
screens  a  documentary  history  of  the  Mission 
between  1920  and  1950.  Discussion  follows. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission,  6pm, 
free.  Call  821-1155. 

30 _ 
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Cat-atonic?  -  This  cat  behavior  class,  for  those 
with  perplexing  pussies,  is  offered  free  the  last 
Saturday  of  every  month  at  10am.  To  reserve  a 
space,  call  522-3525. 

What  so  funny  about  Yuppies?  -  The  Brox 
Sketch  Comedy  presents  a  funny  play  about 
"Los  Yuppies  de  la  Mission.’  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission,  9pm,  $10.  Call  821- 
1155. 

OMrOl'Mj 
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Hollis  Mugle/s  only  Wish  -  A  bizarre  comedy 
about  a  black  family's  struggle  with  purity,  food 
obsession,  and  paranoia.  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446Valencia,  September  20  -  October  16, 
8pm,  $9-15.  Call  626-3311. 

Buddha  Blues  -  The  Insect  Lady  murder,  the 
basket  ball  team  with  a  penis  mascot  and  the 
"Talking  pond'  are  all  elements  in  this  Ron 
Jones  tale  of  an  everyday  Buddha  growing  up 
in  SF,  told  with  spoken  word,  jazz  and  video. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  September  14-30 
(Thur-Sat),  8pm,  $15.  Call  826-5750. 

Bindlestiff  Family  Cirkus  -  The  sword  swal¬ 
lower  ingests  neon  lights;  The  Human 
Blockhead  does  strange  stuff  with  power  tools; 
Kinkette  gets  down  with  her  Disco  Diablo.  Not 
your  ordinary  circus.  For  mature  audiences 
only.  Cell  Space,  2050  BryanL  September  14- 
16,  doors  9pm/show  10pm,  $15  (clowns  in 
makeup  $10).  Go  to  www.bindlestiff.org. 


In  Your  House  -  Two  choreographers  and  for¬ 
mer  members  of  the  Margaret  Jenkins  Dance 
Company,  Stephanie  Schaaf  and  Sue  Roginski 
present  an  evening  of  dance  and  music.  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street  September  21-22, 
8pm,  $12-15,  Call  863-9334. 

Seven  Pictures  -  The  Erica  Essner 
Performance  Co-op  premiers  two  new  works: 
Kandinsky  2000,  inspired  by  the  work  of 
Wassily  Kandinsky,  and  Snapshot  as  well  as 
the  repertoire  piece  Ravish.  ODC  Theatre, 
3153  17th  Street,  September  28-30  and 

October  5-7,  8pm,  $15.  Call  863-9834. 


The  Fourth  annual  MadCat  Film  Festival  - 

Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  in  September, 
the  work  of  women  film  and  videomakers  will 
be  showcased  with  a  differently  themed 
evenings  of  short  films.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission, 
September  5,12,19  &  26,  Free  BBQ  at 
6:30pm/films  at  8:30pm;  Artist  Television 
Access  992  Valencia,  September  7, 14,  21  and 
28,  8pm.  Call  436-9523. 


Americanos:  Latino  Life  in  the  United  States 

-  A  sweeping  look  at  Latino  society  and  culture 
in  the  US,  from  Harvard  bound  East  LA  youth 
and  Chicano  border  guards  to  Elvis  imperson¬ 
ator  El  Vez  Co-produced  by  Edward  James 
Olmos.  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  Street, 
September  29  -  October  5,  Nightly  6,  8,  and 
lOpnVSat,  Sun,  and  Wed  matinees  at  2  &  4pm, 
$7.  Call  863-1087. 
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Sunday  Afternoon  Concert  Series  - 

Beginning  September  17,  Community  Music 
Center  faculty  present  live  performances  of 
mostly  classical  music  Concerts  are  either  free 
or  for  a  nominal  charge  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp,  4pm  Call  647-6015  or  go  to 
www.sfmusic.org. 

Bluegrass  &  etc.  -  There's  live  Bluegrass 
every  Thursday  at  the  Atlas  Cafe  at  8pm  9Z7 
High  Country,  9/14  The  Circle  R  Boys,  9/21  The 
Bluegrass  Intentions,  9/28  Jam  Session  open 
to  all  acoustic  string  band  players.  On 
Saturdays  from  4-7  the  cafe  also  hosts  a  van- 
ety  of  bands.  Adas  Cafe,  3049  20th  Street 
Free.  Call  648-1047. 


NOCTURNAL  MON-SAT  7  30  TO  ROUND  MIDNIGHT 


1109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  •  824-7559 

VAUNCIA 


Naked  Boys  Singing!  -  Title  tells  all.  The 
seven-member  sort-of-Chippendale-glee-club 
cast  belts  out  16  original  tunes,  such  as 
Gratuitous  Nudity,  while  buck-naked.  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street  September  9  - 
October  22,  Wed-Fri  8pm,  Sat  5  &  8pm,  Sun  3 
&7pm,  $20-25.  Call  861-5079. 
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Rice  Women  -  This  multi-media  production 
performed  by  Facing  East  Dance  and  Music, 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


O^en  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  RengstorffT  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Italian  -  Middle  Eastern  -  American 


3087 


(off  Valencia) 


SMOOTHIES  •  COFFEE  •  ESPRESSO  •  TEA  •  PASTRIES  •  COFFEE  BEANS 


Hours: 

MONDAY-THURSDAY...  6  AM  to  10PM 

FRIDAY . 6  AM  to  12  MID 

SATURDAY . 7  AM  to  12  MID 

SUNDAY.. . 7AM  to  10  PM 


Kitchen  Hours: 

Breakfast . 7AM- 11 :30  AM 

Lunch . Noon- 3:30  PM 

Dinner . 7PM-11PM 

□  Internet  S5  per  hour » ATM  Machine 
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New  Mission  News 


Another  furry  precinct  reports  in  at  the  Not-quite-a-million  Mutt  March  Photo  by  Tio  Ye  Ye 


Latino  Heritage  Month 

Argentine  Tango  •  Cooking  Demonstration 
Live  Puma  and  Ocelot  •  Tours  in  Spanish  and  More 


Dog  Days  at  Dolores  Park 

Hundreds  of  our  footed  protestors  have  both  bark  and  political  bite 

By  Elizabeth  Ashford  largely  unenforced,  and  SF  dogs  have  long 

enjoyed  de  facto  off-leash  access. 


Ei  Mes  de  la  Herencia  Latina 

Tango  Argentino  •  Demostracion  Culinaria 
Puma  y  Ocelote  en  Vivo  •  Visitas  Guiadas  en  Espanol  y  Mas 


CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES 

Golden  One  Park 

Aquarium  Natural  Hisior\  Museum  Planetarium 

4]s.'sll.')as  I  sp.ifml:  -tlS.~sll.--l.MI  \uu\.eal.ii..Kleim.(irs; 
I  Ik  viK.iur-iee'  mu  t"  t.ik,-  pul'liv  iran>|«>Kati»n. 


Now  that  San  Francisco’s  property 
values  have  skyrocketed,  even 
dogs  have  it  tough.  At  a  time  when 
all  city  property  is  coveted  property,  the 
debate  over  a  dog  run  in  Dolores  Park  illu¬ 
minates  how  high  civic  tensions  run  over 
access  to  public  space. 

Over  250  members  of  Dolores  Park 
Dogs  (DPD),  a  two  year  old  organization 
devoted  to  responsible  urban  dog  owner¬ 
ship  and  fair  dog  policy,  converged  at 
Dolores  Park  August  18th  for  Critical 
Mutt.  The  gathering  and  subsequent  march 
were  organized  to  protest  restrictions  on 
off-leash  recreation  privileges.  The  dogs 
probably  thought  they  were  on  a  walk.  But 
Critical  Mutt  was  serious  business. 

Currently,  dogs  are  allowed  off-leash 
throughout  Dolores  Park,  but  two  neigh¬ 
borhood  groups  -  the  Dolores  Heights 
Improvement  Homeowners  Group  and 
Friends  of  Dolores  Park  -  want  that  to 
change.  San  Francisco’s  Recreation  and 
Parks  Department  is  currently  reviewing  a 
proposal  put  forward  by  the  two  organiza¬ 
tions,  which  calls  for  a  designated  off- 
leash  area  between  the  park’s  soccer  field 
and  tennis  court.  The  rest  of  the  park 
would  be  off  limits. 

Under  city  law,  canine  visitors  to  city 
parks  are  required  to  be  on-leash  except  in 
designated  areas  But  the  law  has  gone 


New  shipment  from  Mexico! 

Welcome  Cine  Accion  Latin  Film  Festival 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Open:  Tues,  Wed,  Thur  &  Sun  12-6pm  •  Fri  &  Sat  12-8pm 

(415)  642-3939  •  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 

Current  Exhibition  -  September  1  thru  October  7 

no  god  is  ever  secure 

A  mixed  media  installation  inspired  by  the  life,  writings,  and  contradictions 
of  17th  century  Mexican  poet,  intellectual,  erotic  enigma  and  nun  - 

Sor  Juana  In6s  de  la  Cruz  / 1648-1695 


Artists  >  Jeannette  Betancourt  (PR)  •  Myriam  de  la  Riva  (MX)  •  Laura  Etenes  (MX) 

Kip  Farris  (Oak)  •  Guillermo  Gadda  (MX)  •  Mia  Gonzalez  (SF)  •  Mondo  Jud  Hart  (SF) 
Darryl  Kwan  (Oak)  •  Jos6  Ramdn  Lerma  (Oak)  •  Tom  Lucas,  SJ  (SF) 

Betsie  Miller-Kusz  (SF)  •  Pedro  Os6rio  (MX>  •  Constance  Tell  (SF) 


Curated  &  Installed  by  Mondo  Corazdn  •  mondo@Uabbo.com 


Yet  over  the  last  two  years  SF  Rec  & 
Park  has  increased  off-leash  restrictions. 
Three  Mission-area  parks  have  had  off- 
leash  access  limited  or  eliminated;  most 
recently,  off-leash  dogs  at  the  Eureka 
Valley  Recreation  Center  were  relegated  to 
the  facility’s  asphalt-surfaced  tennis 
courts. 

Supporters  of  the  Dolores  Park  pro¬ 
posal  say  greater  off-leash  restrictions  w  ill 
promote  safety.  “Our  main  concern  is  the 
well-being  of  children  and  the  elderly. 
With  dogs  running  free  through  the  entire 
park,  it  poses  a  safety  problem,”  says 
Christine  Nahnsen,  Friends  of  Dolores 
Park’s  Co-Coordinator. 

And  there’s  the  poop  issue.  “It’s  not 
all  picked  up,  and  there’s  no  way  to  pick 
up  urine,”  says  Nahnsen.  “It’s  quite  dis¬ 
gusting,  and  it’s  unhealthy  for  anyone  else 
who  wants  to  use  the  park.” 

David  Kulick,  founder  and  director  of 
DPD,  says  the  proposal  ignores  dog-own¬ 
ers’  rights  and  compromises  dogs’  health. 
“[These  organizations]  talk  about  dogs, 
but  never  dog  owners.  We’re  park  users 
too,  and  we’re  outraged  that  our  rights  are 
not  being  considered,”  he  says.  “We’re  not 
asking  for  the  whole  park,  but  we  don’t 
want  to  be  fenced  in.  Our  pets  are  healthi¬ 
er  and  happier  when  they  can  run  free.” 

Laura  Williams,  PR  coordinator  for 
DPD,  sees  off-leash  restrictions  in  broader 
terms.  “There’s  just  a  general  anti-dog 
trend  going  on.  As  space  becomes  more 
limited  in  San  Francisco,  all  real  estate 
becomes  tighter.”  The  Recreation  and 
Parks  department  has  scheduled  a  public 
meeting  on  September  13th  at  Mission 
High  School  to  discuss  the  proposal. 
“We’re  not  sure  that  designating  an  off- 
leash  area  will  mean  fences,”  says  Becky 
Ballinger  of  SF  Rec  &  Park  Public 
Relations.  “We’re  looking  at  how  different 
cities  have  handled  this  issue.”  The  depart¬ 
ment  is  currently  formulating  a  citywide 
off-leash  policy,  which  will  be  released  in 
October. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement 
Homeowners  Group,  Friends  of  Dolores 
Park,  and  DPD  have  met  several  times  but 
according  to  Kulick,  relations  between  the 
three  groups  have  become  increasingly 
contentious.  DPD  is  planning  another 
Critical  Mutt  in  September,  and  the  public 
is  encouraged  to  turn  out  for  the 
September  13th  meeting. 

-This  has  become  a  volatile  issue,  and 
that’s  unfortunate,”  says  Ballinger.  “It 
takes  compromise  for  everyone  to  enjoy 
the  park” 

For  more  information  on  Dolores  Park 
Dogs,  contact  Laura  Williams  at  415-552- 
7863  or  visit  www.  doloresparkdoes.  com. 


New  Mission  News 


SEPTEMBER ,  2000  17 


Thank  You.. 

Editor, 

Thanks  so  much  for  doing  the  article 
on  the  “Napkin  Conservation  Project”. 
The  students  in  my  class  really  got  a  lot 
out  of  reading  it  and  I  have  had  several 
positive  emails  from  soup  kitchens,  cafes 
and  individuals  who  want  posters.  I  appre¬ 
ciate  the  work  you  do,  and  wish  you  well. 

Paula  Ginsberg 


Thank  You.. 

Editor, 

I  just  wanted  to  say  I  appreciated  the 
fair  and  balanced  nature  of  the  latest 
piece  in  NMN  on  Bigstep.  While  the  arti¬ 
cle  title  was  not  the  one  I  would  have 
chosen,  the  overall  reporting  was  clearly 
focused  on  finding  the  truth  in  a  difficult 
discussion.  Thank  you,  and  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  both  providing  comment  in  the 
future,  as  well  as  finding  a  positive  reso¬ 
lution  to  this  difficult  time  for  our  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Cheers,  Andrew  Beebe,  Bigstep 

Thank  You  and  Goodnight 

Editor, 

Let  me  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
you  for  your  support  and  publicizing  of 
our  agency  and  35th  Anniversary  event 
last  Friday. 

We  indeed  made  our  fundraising  goal 
of  $  100K,  which  was  certainly  helped  by 
having  such  great  attendance  at  the  event. 
We  feel  fortunate  to  have  made  this  impact 
citywide!  Thank  you  again! 

Kristina  Goodnight,Aniba  Juntos 

No  Thank  You 

Editor, 

Now  let  me  get  this  straight.  People 
are  being  pushed  out  of  the  Mission. 
Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  people  being 
pushed  out  are  Hispanic,  yet  L.  Newman 
Fuentes  thinks  a  statue  commemorating 
the  historic  ties  of  Spanish-speaking  peo¬ 
ple  to  this  area  should  be  melted  down? 

L.  Newman  Fuentes  should  be 
reminded  that  the  Plains  Indians’  material 
and  cultural  zenith  was  under  Spanish  mle. 
The  introduction  of  the  horse  to  the  New 
world  by  Spaniards  enabled  native  peoples 
to  discontinue  the  ecologically  question¬ 
able  practice  of  stampeding  buffalo  over 
cliffs,  and  embrace  hunting  strategies  that 
afforded  them  leisure  time  to  create  arti¬ 
facts  that  are  today  admired  around  tire 
world,  a  world  they  were  unaware  of  until 
the  arrival  of  Europeans. 

Spain  was  the  first  empire  that  I’m 
aware  of  that  attempted  to  limit  slavery.  In 
no  Spanish-speaking  country  are  Indians 
restricted  to  reservations.  If  one  wants  to 
find  the  greatest  concentration  of  people  of 
Indian  decern  in  the  City,  you  will  find 
them  among  people  who  speak  Spanish  or 
whose  ancestors  spoke  Spanish.  The  De 
Anza  expedition  did  not  put  out  bounties 
on  native  women  and  children. 

A  few  years  alter  the  arrival  ot 
Spaniards  into  the  Bay  Area,  the  Spanish 
governor  of  New  Orleans  led  an  army  of 
Spaniards,  Indians,  Free  Blacks  and 
Irishmen  in  support  of  the  American  War 
of  Independence. 

The  contributions  of  the  Spanish  to 
America,  including  native  peoples,  have 
been  long  overlooked.  The  placing  of  the 
statue  of  De  Anza  across  from  Mission 
Dolores  is  a  good  place  to  start 

Manuel  Spain  Rodriquez 


Recycle  your  Old  Computers! 

I  l 

These  stores  will  now  accept  your 

old  computers  for  recycling:  ' 


CBE  Systems 

643  Clay.  St.  (4  IS>  956  5524 

Central  Computer  Systems,  Inc. 

837  Howard  Si .  (41 5)  495-5888 

Compu-Data 

22  3rd  St..  (41 5)  495-3422 

D-Net  Computer 

3400  Geary  St .  (415)  668  9311 

First  Computer 

467  Pine  St..  (41 5)  981-6666 

P  C  Express 

tot  Spear  St..  (4 15)  957  9952 
The  Happy  Mac 
1846  San  Jote  Ave ..  (415)  337-4090 
The  Mac  Place 
18 30  San  Joie  Ave..  (415)  239-2266 


B 


you  can  also  bring  old  computers 
directly  to  the  following  recyclers: 


H 


Community  Computer  Center 

146 5  Donner  Ave..  <41 5)  822-4144 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Thanks  but  no  thanks 

Editor, 

When  I  was  in  my  early  teens  growing 
up  in  NYC’s  Lower  East  Side  my  mother 
relocated  my  sister,  brother  and  I  upstate 
New  York  in  order  to  get  us  out  of  a  crime, 
drug,  and  prostitute  infested  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

My  dad,  then  an  unemployed  chemi¬ 
cal  engineer,  took  up  his  second  passion: 
music.  He  stayed  in  the  Lower  East  Side 
apartment  while  his  family  moved  upstate. 
He  brought  in  a  jazz  musician  (a  great 
pianist)  to  live  with  him  in  order  to  start  a 
jazz  band. 

To  make  a  long  story  short  the  jazz 
musician  took  off  with  everything  in  the 
apartment  including  the  piano.  When  my 
parents  confronted  him,  the  “musician” 
pulled  a  knife  on  them  and  the  NYPD  had 
no  time  for  my  parents’  story,  especially 
when  they  asked  my  father  how  the  guy 
had  gotten  in  the  apartment  in  the  first 
place. 

My  mother  trusted  her  Lower  East 
Side  apartment  landlord  to  change  the 
locks  and  take  care  of  matters  while  she 
was  upstate  with  her  kids.  She  soon  found 

out  that  her  trusting  landlord  took  away 
her  rent  control  apartment  right  from  under 
her  nose. 

My  mother  lost  her  home  three  times 
due  to  different  circumstances.  The  com¬ 
mon  denominator  ignorance  as  to  what 
her  rights  were  and  how  the  system 
worked.  This  is  what  all  immigrants  face 
in  the  US. 

What  makes  it  a  very  interesting  phe¬ 
nomenon  here  in  the  San  Francisco 
Mission  District  is  that  English-speaking 
North  American  citizens  are  feeling  “the 
American  dream’s”  ruthless  reality.  All  of 
a  sudden  the  abuse  is  in  newspapers,  non¬ 
profit  and  community'  groups  are  burgeon¬ 
ing,  and  pamphlets  are  bilingual. 

Antagonism  is  building  within  this 
community.  This  matters  because  this  is 
where  we  live  and  work  and  when  some 
righteous  individual  causes  a  riot,  the  vic¬ 
tim  is  usually  someone  that  is  caught  in  the 
cross  fire. 

Believe  me,  the  real  speculators  will 
not  be  victimized.  They’re  safe  in  Wall 
Street.  Furthermore,  if  people  feel  threat¬ 
ened  in  our  community  it  will  only  further 
police  presence  resulting  in  harassment 
directed  at,  guess  who? 

I  don’t  knock  organizing  and  I  think 
this  community  must  do  so,  but  don’t  use 
the  “victims”  to  serve  your  personal  agen¬ 
da.  If  you  really  are  thinking  about  getting 
something  positive  out  of  the  present  his¬ 
torical  situation  in  this  community  you 
will  find  ways  to  negotiate  and  thus  create 
solutions  and  opportunities.  We  are  in  a 
very  good  bargaining  position  and  should 
make  the  most  of  it,  rather  than  get  so 
righteous  and  bring  the  community  to  a 
point  where  people’s  lives  are  in  danger. 
Racism  has  no  color. 

Paula  Tejeda,  Mission  resident  and  busi¬ 
ness  owner 


HMR 

435  23rd.  St..  (415)  647-6071 

Knights  of  Columbus  Foundation 
2 8)0  Taraval  St .  (415)  665-7200 
Recycle  Technology! 

605  Texai  St..  (415)  282-7467 
Resource  International 
5700  3rd  Sr.  • 117 .  (415)  671-490 5 
SFUSD  Computer  Recycling  Center 
1700  -  19th  St..  (41 5)  643-6200 


This  FREE  program  for  residents 
and  small  businesses  is  made 
possible  by  the  participating 
computer  stores  and  reeyclers. 


sfrecycle.org 

(415)  554-RECYcte 


— 


A rriba  Juntos 

Tech  n® l®gy 
Center 


Now  Offering. 


Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 


Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 


Call  for  details! 

Computer  Training:  487-7830 
Other  Services:  487-3240 


Also  available  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

•  ,  Employment  Services 

Job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Services 

1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  &  vegetarian, 
fries  &  onion  rings 

-  Open  every  day 

•  ••••••••••••••••  from  11am  to  10  pm 

3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia  •  •  •  •  285-5200 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 


6 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


CD  Player 

I6tti  &  Caff  St. 

1  6th  Street, 

Open  7  Days  10  a  m, -2 


i-;- 


Casanova 


IOUNOC 


527  Valencia,,  San  Francisco 
415.863.9328 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Xeiuliborlioocl  Discount! ! 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Toon  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(413)  282-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(413)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndtmaSF&aol.com 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mission  District, 

,  known  as  one  of  the  most  extiting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  Qty, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 

•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

•  AAt/FM  Clock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Calls 
•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
•  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH  •J69TOT99 

DEUUXE  ROOMS  6t  SUITES  •W®TO$l« 

(Add  14%  hold  out) 

*  Discounted  Rates  Foa  Extended  Stats 
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Vision  of  Sor  Juana  as  a  young  girl  by  Mondo  Judd  Hart 


Sor  Juana:  No  God  is  Ever  Secure 

September  1  through  October  7, 
Encantada  Gallery  hosts  the  mixed 
media/installation  and  exhibit  “No  God  is 
Ever  Secure”,  inspired  by  17th  century 
Mexican  [then  New  Spain]  poet,  intellec¬ 
tual,  erotic  enigma,  and  nun,  Sor  Juana 
Ines  de  la  Cruz.  A  reception  for  the  artists 
will  be  held  September  8,  from  5  to  7pm. 

Curated  and  installed  by  Mondo 
Corazon,  “No  God  is  Ever  Secure”  fea¬ 
tures  works  by  Jeannette  Betancourt  [PR], 
Myriam  de  la  Riva  [MX],  Laura  Elenes 
[MX],  Kip  Farris  [Oak],  Guillermo  Gadda 
[MX],  Mia  Gonzalez  [SF],  Mondo  Jud 
Hart  [SF],  Darryl  Kwan  [Oak],  Jose 
Ramon  Lerma  [Oak],  Tom  Lucas,  SJ  [SF], 
Betsie  Miller-Kusz  [SF],  Pedro  Osorio 
[MX],  and  Constance  Tell  [SF]. 

“No  God  is  Ever  Secure”  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  an  ongoing  series  revolving  around 
“The  Tenth  Muse”  as  Sor  Juana  was  called 
in  her  time.  The  first  event  called  “First,  I 
Dream”  took  place  April-July  1999  at  the 
University  of  San  Francisco’s  Thacher 
Gallery.  A  third  exhibition  is  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stages.  “#3”  will  be  at  Loyola 
Maiymount  University’s  Laband  Gallery 
in  Fall  2001  or  Winter  2002. 

Each  exhibit  is  different.  Work  from 
one  show  might  be  in  ail  three,  and  some 
work  will  appear  only  once.  Eventually, 
aspects  of  all  three  shows  will  travel  to 
Mexico  City. 

Called  by  her  contemporaries  “The 
Tenth  Muse”  and  the  “Phoenix  of 
Mexico,”  Sor  Juana  became  a  favorite  in 
the  Viceregal  Court  before  entering  the 
convent  of  the  Barefoot  Carmelites  in 
1669.  She  later  joined  the  more  liberal 
Convent  of  Santa  Paula  of  the  order  of  San 
Jerdnimo.  Her  most  famous  work  is 
“Response  to  the  Most  Illustrious  Poetess 
Sor  Filotea  de  la  Cruz”,  169 1,  the  first  doc¬ 
ument  written  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
to  defend  the  rights  of  women  to  study,  to 
teach,  and  to  write. 

Renowned  as  the  finest  Latin 
American  poet  of  the  Baroque  period,  Sor 
Juana  also  composed  numerous  songs, 
devotional  exercises,  and  plays  written  in 
verse  form.  Although  many  of  these  works 
were  commissioned,  she  also  wrote 
intensely  personal  poetry,  including  her 
masterpiece,  the  975-line  “First,  I  Dream. 

In  1693,  in  poor  health,  and  besieged 
by  a  campaign  of  intimidation  orchestrated 


by  the  Archbishop  of  Mexico  City,  Sor 
Juana  drafted  a  document  renouncing 
humane  letters  and,  declaring  her  loyalty 
to  the  Catholic  faith,  signed  in  blood:  “I, 
the  worst  of  all.” 

Encantada  Gallery,  904-908  Valencia  @ 
20th  Street.  For  more  information  call, 
(415)  642-3939,  or  Mondo  Jud  Hart, 

(415)  647-9504  / sorjuana@jjabbo.com 

Strangers  in  a  Strange  Land? 

The  Mission  is  entering  its  second  year  of 
hosting  VISTA  (Volunteers  In  Service  To 
America).  St.  John’s  Educational 
Thresholds  Center  is  serving  as  the  lead 
agency  for  a  collaborative  that  includes 
members  of  the  North  Mission  Youth 
Providers  Network. 

For  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
VISTA,  it  is  the  domestic  equivalent  of  the 
Peace  Corps.  VISTAs  sign  on  for  a  year  of 
service  with  a  community -based  organiza¬ 
tion  in  exchange  for  a  poverty  level 
monthly  living  allowance,  with  a  cash 
educational  award  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Most  VISTAs  come  here  from  other 
parts  of  the  countiy  and  are  unfamiliar 
with  the  realities  of  living  in  the  Bay  Area. 
In  the  first  year  of  the  project  most  of  the 
VISTAs  had  enormous  difficulty  finding 
housing  (much  like  the  rest  of  us).  The 
members  of  the  Youth  Service  Providers 
Network,  as  hosts  to  the  VISTAs,  would 
like  to  make  it  a  little  easier  for  the  next 
group,  some  of  whom  arrived  in  town  at 
the  end  of  August,  and  some  of  w  hom  will 
be  here  in  early  November.  We  ask  that 
anyone  who  is  renting  a  room,  looking  for 
a  roommate,  or  holding  hot  rental  tips 
please  contact  Ethel  at  864-5205.  Keep  in 
mind  that  these  young  people  are  making 
about  $825  per  month  and  can’t  afford  to 
pay  a  whole  lot  for  rent. 

From  Ethel  Siegal  Newlin,  St.  John’s 
Educational  Thresholds  Center. 

Tlie  Scaffolds  are  Coming  Down 

On  Friday,  September  15,  The  Women’s 
Building,  located  at  3543  18th  Street 
(between  Valencia  and  Guerrero)  hosts  a 
community  Open  House  to  celebrate  the 
completion  of  six  years  of  planning  and 
construction.  Entertainment  begins  when 
the  doors  open  at  5pm  and  will  continue 
until  9:30pm.  The  event  is  free  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Headline  entertainment  will  be  the 
music  of  The  Wild  Mango.  Other  music 
will  be  provided  by  an  eclectic  group  of 
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performers  including  the  Women’s 
Philharmonic,  Out  of  Clef,  Handmaiden 
America,  Shalonda  Smith,  Los 
Cenzontlcs,  and  Christina  Trujillo. 
Rhythm  and  Motion  will  also  be  giving 
dance  lessons,  so  everyone  can  take  part  in 
the  celebration. 

Drop-in  childcare  (by  reservation) 
with  storytelling  and  face  painting  for  chil¬ 
dren  2-5  years  of  age  will  be  provided. 

Wells  Fargo  Bank,  Pac  Bell,  Citibank, 
Providian  Financial,  and  Pro  Event  are 
generously  underwriting  the  event. 

Delightful  delicacies  will  be  served 
throughout  the  building.  Food  and  drink 
have  been  generously  donated  by 
Jardiniere  Restaurant,  Ring  Autumn  Moon 
Cafe,  Bi  Rite  Market,  Blowfish  Sushi  to 
Die  For,  Bruno’s,  Cafe  Cuvee,  Ferran 
Winery,  Full  Bloom  Baking  Company, 
Elyse  Winery,  Liberty  Cafe,  Picaro  Cafe, 
Joseph  Schmidt  Confections,  and  The 
Slanted  Door,  -  just  to  name  a  few! 

Guests  will  have  an  opportunity  for 
self-guided  tours  of  the  building  and  to 
meet  its  tenants:  Mujeres  Unidas  y 
Activas,  the  Riley  Center, 
BRAVE/Defending  Ourselves  People, 
Children  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
Everywhere  (COLAGE),  SF  Chapter  of 
NOW,  Purple  Moon  Dance  Project, 
Cooperative  Restraining  Order  Clinic, 
GirlSource,  Bay  Area  Teen  Voices,  San 
Francisco  Women  Against  Rape,  Neighbor 
to  Neighbor,  and  ICON/DykeSpeak. 

The  world-renowned  mural  has  also 
been  expanded  with  vibrant  new  art,  and 
the  muralist  will  be  present  in  the  Cafd 
area  of  the  budding  to  explain  the  latest 
artwork  and  its  history. 

In  1979,  The  Women’s  Building  made 
history  by  being  the  first  women-owned 
community  center  in  the  nation.  Twenty- 
one  years  later  we’re  pleased  to  unveil  the 


results  of  a  two-year,  $6  million  renova¬ 
tion  and  seismic  improvement  project. 
Now  offering  several  childcare  services, 
expanded  programs,  and  additional  space 
for  community  organizations  and  events, 
the  Women’s  Building  is  thriving  like 
never  before.  All  are  invited  to  celebrate 
this  stellar  achievement,  learn  about  the 
services  and  events  that  take  place  in  this 
vital  community  center,  and  meet  the  valu¬ 
able  tenants  who  serve  the  community. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  take  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  to  the  event. 

The  Women's  Building,  3543  18th  Street 
(between  Valencia  and  Guerrero ).  For 
more  information,  call  Laurie  Earp  at 
(415)  431-2737  or  (510)  532-7700. 

Short  Films  Tell  Big  Stories  at  8th 
Annual  Festival  {Cine  Latino! 

Cine  Accion’s  Festival  jCine  Latino! 
Brings  the  best  new  short  films  from  inde¬ 
pendent  Latino  filmmakers  to  San 
Francisco,  including  premieres  from  Philip 
Rodriquez,  the  sons  of  Luis  Valdez,  and 
several  local  filmmakers  that  explore  the 
Latino  experience  throughout  Latin 
America  and  the  US. 

Images  from  Dia  de  los  Muertos  is  a 
special  program  of  five  short  films  that 
express  a  unique  perspective  on  the  tradi¬ 
tions  and  experiences  surrounding  the  hal¬ 
lowed  rituals  of  Day  of  the  Dead. 

In  Images  from  Dia  de  los  Muertos, 
director  Luis  Valdovino  follows  a  group  of 
tourists  sharing  the  last  Day  of  the  Dead  of 
the  20th  Century.  Writer/Director  Juan 
Rivera  reflects  on  a  visit  to  his  grandmoth¬ 
er’s  grave  when  everything  changes  forev¬ 
er  in  Lost  Graves.  Join  Seftora  Cayetana 
on  her  journey  into  the  Night  of  the  Dead 
in  Animecha  Kejtsitacua  from  directors 
Ricardo  Braojos  and  Philip  Rodriquez. 
And,  in  Pan  Para  los  Muertos,  directors 
Luis  Vasquez  Gomez  and  Jean  Claude 


Thibaut  explore  the  beauty  of  baking  bread 
for  the  Day  of  the  Dead  celebrations. 

Images  is  presented  with  the  Mexican 
Museum  in  conjunction  with  their  Day  of 
the  Dead  exhibit,  which  will  be  on  display 
from  October  6  through  December  3 1 . 

The  Festival  celebrates  the  Mexican 
Revolution  and  La  Dia  de  la 
Independencia  (September  16),  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  collection  of  short  films,  including  the 
Bay  Area  premiere  of  award-winning  Los 
Angeles  filmmaker  Philip  Rodriquez’ 
Poncho  Villa  and  Other  Stories,  an  oral 
history  of  Revolutionary  Mexico’s  most 
revered  and  controversial  figure. 

Also  on  the  program  is  Grounds,  by 
San  Francisco-based  Tejana  filmmaker 
Dohssa  Medina,  about  the  event  of  history 
and  the  organic  texture  of  migratory  mem¬ 
ory.  In  the  Bay  Area  premiere  of  The 
Battle  of  Zacatecas  by  Raul  Herrera,  audi¬ 
ences  will  be  reintroduced  to  one  of  the 
bloodiest  conflicts  of  the  Mexican 
Revolution.  The  program  also  features  a 
special  screening  of  The  Last  Zapatista  by 
Susan  Lloyd,  a  poetic  tribute  to  a  97  year- 
old  veteran  of  the  Revolution,  which  orig¬ 
inally  screened  in  Cine  Accion’s  5th 
Annual  Festival  jCine  Latino! 

The  Festival  is  proud  to  present 
Ballad  of  a  Soldier,  a  short  film  directed 
by  Anahuac  and  Kinan  Valdez  based  on  a 
play  by  their  fallier  Luis  Valdez,  w  ho  also 
stars  in  the  film.  The  Valdez  brothers  w  ill 
attend  the  Festival  to  present  their  debut 
work. 

Festival  jCine  Latino!  Takes  a  close 
look  at  Cuba’s  past  and  present  with 
Stephen  Olsson’s  Our  House  in  Havana, 
an  intimate  documentary  about  a  woman 
who  travels  back  to  her  homeland  after  a 
nearly  40  year  separation,  and  Cuba:  40 
Years  Later,  an  overview  of  the  political 
and  economic  state  of  Cuba  after  the  revo¬ 
lution,  directed  by  Marty  Gonzalez,  a  new  s 


reporter  for  KRON  Channel  4  News. 

The  full  program  will  be  available 
online  at  by  August  25  and  program 
guides  will  be  distributed  throughout  the 
Bay  Area  in  late  August  For  tickets  and 
information,  call  (415)  553-8140  or  fax 
(415)  553-8137.  Festival  jCine  Latino!  Is 
sponsored  by  Wells  Fargo,  American 
Airlines,  KQED-TV,  and  Absolut 


IV  Festival  of  Colombian  Culture/ 
IV  Pena  Cultural  Colombiana 

Despite  several  dance  and  theater  spaces 
being  obliterated  by  the  hungry  office 
development  in  the  Mission,  the 
Colombian  Ethnic  Dance  Ensemble  is  on 
the  move!  Beat  Rettenmund  and  his  wife 
and  compaflcra,  dancer  Beatriz  Restrepo 
are  nobly  rehearsing  most  nights  at  the 
Mission  Recreation  Center  and  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  They  have 
brought  together  a  large  ensemble,  which 
is  combining  artists  from  Teatro  with  folks 
from  their  own  dance  group 

The  multicultural  group  includes 
some  of  the  area’s  best  Latin,  contempo¬ 
rary,  and  folkloric  dancers  together  with 
actors  from  Rainbow  Theater  From 
September  15  through  September  17,  they 
will  present  IV  Festival  of  Colombian 
Culture  w  ith  the  premiere  of  The  Heart  of 
the  World  Speaks,  a  lively  and  experimen¬ 
tal,  often  funny,  bilingual  theater  and 
dance  piece,  with  original  music  by  Carlos 
Baron  and  Beat  Rettenmund. 

The  work  entwines  the  Kogi  Indians’ 
world  with  magic  realism  and  Colombia’s 
struggle  for  peace.  Show  s  take  place  at  the 
Cowell  Theatre  and  at  Fort  Mason  Center, 
and  will  include  live  music,  Colombian 
food,  and  an  art  exhibition  For  tickets  and 
information,  call  (415)  282-9546. 

From  Michael  Page 
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You  never  know  what  you'll  find. 
Especially  if  you  don't  look. 


With  over  4000  items  arriving  DAILY,  every  day  is  a  treasure  hunt. 


The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
www.ThriftTown.com 


wmi 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


2101  Mission  Streef 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 
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niman  ranch  natural  burgers,  free-range  chicken, 
gardenburgers,  all  beef  natural  hot  dogs, 
freshly  cut  french  fries, 
double  rainbow  ice  cream  milkshakes 


order  by  phone  415*824-3494 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
807  Valencia  street  at  19th 


coming  to  the  new  san  francisco  international  airport  in  September  2000! 


•  • 
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Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  •  •  * 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


AMERICAN  CREW’S  NEW  SHAVING  SYSTEM 
BACK  TO  BASICS  GREEN  TEA  COLLECTION 
SUNFLOWERS’  NEW  EDITION 


Cuts  &  Styling  *  Color  •  Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  &  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9436 


Cafe  /  Restaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 

r  _  Home  of  S(H)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CS  fe  tfulho 


/l 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

•  Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 

Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm_ 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 


Jim  Kirwan 

Hearst’s  big  club  clobbers  local  press 


Opinion  by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

Because  of  the  recent  ‘transfer’  of 
the  San  Francisco  Examiner  to  the 
Exin  corporation  with  a  $66  mil¬ 
lion  subsidy.  The  City’s  neighborhood 
newspapers  are  in  a  fight  for  their  lives. 

The  transfer  of  the  newspaper  to  the 
politically  well-connected  Fang  family, 
publishers  of  the  city  wide  neighborhood 
newspaper,  the  Independent,  creates  an 
uneven  playing  field.  In  essence,  the 
Hearst  Corporation  gave  the  Fangs  a  huge 
subsidy  to  keep  the  Examiner  going  and 
thwart  competition  by  going  after  the  mar¬ 
ket  that  supports  neighborhood  newspa¬ 
pers. 

The  publishers  of  The  City’s  neigh¬ 
borhood  press  have  been  able  to  compete 
with  the  Independent  for  more  than  a 
decade  on  a  toe-to-toe  basis.  But  if  any 
competitor  is  given  a  $66  million  subsidy 
to  beat  back  the  competition,  the  results 
are  predictable.  Even  a  slight  loss  in  adver¬ 
tising  revenue  from  a  competitor  that  can 
suddenly  put  40  sales  representatives  in 
the  market  and  offer  cut-rate  advertising 
prices  can  put  us  out  of  business.  And  if 
the  Examiner  and  Independent  are  market¬ 
ed  together  to  create  synergy,’  it  will  give 
the  Fang  family  the  ability'  to  create  mar¬ 
keting  possibilities  that  would  otherwise 
not  exist.  All  to  the  detriment  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  newspapers. 

That’s  why  publishers  in  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  are  concerned.  We  don’t  want 
to  be  the  victims  of  a  decision  made  in  a 
Hearst  Corporation  boardroom.  The 
recently  concluded  trial,  promulgated  by 
Clint  Reilly,  opened  a  window  into  the 
motives  of  the  parties  involved  in  the 
effort  to  squelch  competition  in  San 
Francisco.  Reilly  sued  to  stop  the  Hearst 
Corporation’s  closure  of  the  Examiner. 

When  the  trial  first  opened,  Hearst 
Corporation  officials  were  saying  the  deci¬ 


sion  to  transfer  the  Examiner  to  the  Fang 
family  was  a  way  to  keep  competition 
between  two  major  metropolitan  dailies 
alive.  But  that  lie  was  exposed  when 
Independent  representatives  testified  that 
the  new  Examiner  would  be  a  niche  publi¬ 
cation  serving  a  limited  geographic  area. 
The  Examiner  would  focus  on  the  San 
Francisco  market  and  subsist,  to  a  large 
degree,  on  the  same  advertising  base  that 
supports  the  neighborhood  press. 

“On  the  merits  of  the  deal,  the  evi¬ 
dence  is  clear:  the  Fang  transaction  is 
grossly  inefficient  and  probably  anti-com- 
petitive,”  federal  Judge  Vaughn  Walker 
wrote  in  his  opinion  for  the  court. 
According  to  Walker,  the  Hearst 
Corporation  transferred  the  Examiner  to 
Exin  knowing  full  well  that  the  new 
Examiner  would  not  be  competition  to  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  and  that  the 
appearance  of  preserving  two  daily  news¬ 
papers  in  San  Francisco  was  a  charade. 

According  to  anti-trust  lawyer  Joseph 
Alioto,  who  represented  Clint  Reilly  in  the 
effort  to  preserve  the  Examiner,  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  Examiner  to  the  Exin 
Corporation  with  a  substantial  financial 
subsidy  could  be  a  violation  of  U.S.  anti¬ 
trust  laws.  “It’s  commercial  bribery,” 
Alioto  said. 

Alioto  said  the  Hearst  Corporation  is 
paying  Exin  to  downsize  the  Examiner  to 
preclude  it  from  ever  being  a  competitor, 
while  at  the  same  time  using  it  to  beat  back 
competition. 

The  competition  part — that  would  be 
us,  the  publishers  of  The  City’s  neighbor¬ 
hood  newspapers.  We  don’t  mind  an  hon¬ 
est,  head-to-head  competitioa  We  forged 
our  existence  in  a  highly-competitive  Bay 
Area  media  market.  But  we  do  object  to 
the  actions  of  the  Hearst  Corporation  for 
creating  a  situation  hostile  to  neighbor¬ 
hood  newspapers. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  publisher  of  the 
Richmond  Review  and  Sunset  Beacon 
newspapers.  The  SFNNA  consists  of  the 
following  additional  neighborhood  news¬ 
papers:  El  Tecolote,  Marina  Times,  New 
Bernal  Journal,  New  Fillmore,  New 
Mission  News,  Noe  Valley  Voice,  North 
Beach  NOW,  SF  Bay  View,  SF  Downtown, 
SF  Observer,  West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 
and  the  West  Portal  Monthly.  The  publica¬ 
tions  serve  city  residents  with  a  combined 
circulation  of 303,000. 


New  Mission  News 


SEPTEMBER  ,2000  21 


BURGERS  &  BEERS 

AJi  Natural  burgers  *  free  Rang:  QtAjOi 

Vegetarian  Menu  ♦  fresty  cut  french  fnct 
MifcWs  |ce  cream,  ^  floats 

Great  Selection  dt  [Vaft  >  fjottW  5«rs 

3392  2U  gtreet 
@  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  9^220 
'  Phone  ^15.821.^822 

OPEN  57  DAYS 
A  WEEK 

21:00  A  M-  tO  20:00  P-M- 
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The  Left  needs  to  get  the  spirit  back 

New  book  by  New  College  president  makes  the  case  for  “social  desire” 


lished  verities. 

Gabel  is  a  law  professor,  psychologist, 
and  political  activist,  and  his  book 
includes  essays  that  link  all  of  these  disci¬ 
plines.  His  essays  recall  the  days  prior  to 
the  erection  of  barriers  separating  politics, 
spirituality,  and  psychology.  Gabel  ana¬ 
lyzes  government  as  a  “carrier  of  love,” 
emphasizes  “transformative  possibilities” 
over  mere  reform,  and  sees  policies  rang¬ 
ing  from  sex  education  to  affirmative 
action  as  being  potentially  shaped  by  a 
“politics  of  meaning.”  His  mission  is  to  get 
social  change  activists  to  more  deeply 
understand  and  focus  upon  the  underlying 
psychological  motivations  influencing 
social  and  political  behavior. 

Activists  working  on  causes  ranging 
from  the  Mission  Anti-Displacement 
Coalition  to  global  anti-sweatshop  cam¬ 
paigns  all  face  the  same  challenge: 
expanding  the  base.  Gabel’s  essays  pro¬ 
vide  an  analysis  of  how  the  unconverted 
can  be  attracted  to  progressive  ideas. 

Some  may  feel  that  he  overempha¬ 
sizes  the  role  of  spiritual  values,  while  oth¬ 
ers  may  be  dissuaded  from  opening  a  book 
whose  title  is  more  philosophical  and 
metaphoric  than  political.  But  Gabel’s 
message  should  be  read  by  activists  in  all 
fields.  The  progressive  agenda  is  not  so 
successful  locally,  nationally,  or  interna¬ 
tionally  that  we  can  ignore  the  conclusions 
of  an  analyst  who  is  offering  us  thoughtful 
perspectives  from  the  field.  Most  impor¬ 
tant  of  all.  Gabel’s  book  is  fun  and  easy  to 
read.  It  is  perfect  for  reading  in  a  Mission 
District  cafe,  and  ideally  will  provoke  the 
kind  of  serious  discussions  that  once  typi¬ 
fied  such  surroundings. 

Randy  Shaw 's  most  recent  book  is 
Reclaiming  America:  Nike,  Clean  Air,  and 
the  New  National  Activism  (California). 


In  their  respective  historical  con¬ 
texts,  it  was  this  link,  between  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  new  entitlements  and  rights 
and  the  possible  realization  of  what  I 
am  calling  social  desire,  that  gave  the 
Democrats  their  evocative  appeal.” 


Reviewed  by  Randy  Shaw 


The  burgeoning  campaigns  against 
globalization  and  corporate  power 
have  shown  again  that  social  move¬ 
ments  grow  most  rapidly  when  partici¬ 
pants  feel  a  sense  of  togetherness  and 
social  and  personal  solidarity.  Activists 
engaged  in  mass  protests  in  Seattle  and 
elsewhere  have  forged  friendship  and 
social  bonds,  helping  to  build  the  sense  of 
community  necessary  to  withstand  police 
abuse  and  to  sustain  lengthy  struggles. 


Peter  Gabel,  president  of  the  Mission- 
based  New  College  of  California,  must  be 
pleased  to  see  a  new  generation  of  activists 
emphasizing  a  communal  spirit.  Gabel  has 
long  urged  progressive  movements  to 
address  individuals’  yearning  for  commu¬ 
nity  and  a  non-money-centered  system  of 
meaning.  Thus  the  time  could  not  be  better 
for  the  release  of  Gabel’s  new  book.  The 
Bank  Teller  and  Other  Essays  on  the 
Politics  of  Meaning  (Acada  Books). 


Although  the  book  includes  25 
essays  written  over  the  past  two 
decades,  it  speaks  directly  to  issues  of 
today.  Consider  his  analysis  of  the 
Left’s  electoral  problems,  a  dilemma 
highlighted  by  the  marginalization  of 
progressive  issues  at  the  recent 
Democratic  convention: 


“The  Left  (including  liberals, 
left-liberals,  and  radicals)  has 
remained  bogged  down  in  a  blend  of 
economism,  social  policy  analysis, 
and  process-oriented  civil  rights  con¬ 
sciousness  that  no  longer  has  a  moral¬ 
ly  compelling,  socially  constitutive 
meaning  for  large  masses  of  the 
American  people.  In  its  original  incar¬ 
nation,  the  New  Deal  was  much  more 
than  a  set  of  economic  programs  and 
social  policies  -  it  w  as  expressive  of  a 
profound,  compassionate  response  by 
tire  Democratic  Party  to  the  suffering 
of  working  people,  and  its  programs 
and  policies  were  experienced  as  the 
embodiment  of  a  new  social  puipose 
and  direction. 


In  the  same  sense,  the  expansion 
of  political  rights  during  the  1960s 
was  understood  as  a  morally  redemp¬ 
tive  act  on  the  part  of  the  entire  coun¬ 
try  that  enabled  many  middle-class 
whites  as  well  as  minorities  and  poor 
people  to  feel  part  of  a  meaning-giv¬ 
ing  community  through  which  “we” 
were  connected  with  one  another 
tow  ard  the  realization  of  a  common 
vision  of  a  better  world. 


Has  the  Left’s  allegedly  suspect  mes¬ 
sage  really  played  a  greater  role  in  moving 
America  rightward  over  the  past  two 
decades  than  intractable  racism  and 
increasing  corporate  domination  of  the 
electoral  process?  Can  we  still  accept  the 
New  Deal  as  a  “compassionate  response” 
when  the  price  of  its  enactment  was  the 
continued  denial  of  constitutional  rights  to 
the  country’s  black  population?  Gabel’s 
sweeping  analysis  leaves  him  open  to 
many  such  critiques,  but  he  is  clearly 
addressing  issues  that  demand  close  and 
thoughtful  analy  sis.  One  need  not  agree 
with  Gabel’s  view  to  appreciate  his 
motives  and  willingness  to  rethink  estab- 


VALENCIA 


550-6600  (Sales)  550-6601 


(R 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Clothing 

We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 

Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  —  All  Makes  and. Models 


3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission). 
415-920-8964 

Open  1 1 :30am  to  8pm  Mon-Sat 
www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


Quan  Yin  Healing  /Arts  Center 
Offering  the  Best  in  Comprehensive  Acupuncture 
Treatment  Programs  Since  1986 


Management  of  HIV  Infection 

Hepatitis 

Women's  Health 

Arthritis 

Asthma 

Smoking,  Substance  Abuse 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Depression  A  Anxiety 
Adddiction,  Substance  Use 
Therapeutic  Massage 


Private  Insurance,  MediCal,  Medicare 
Worker's  Comp,  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA. 
415  861  4964  qyhac^aol  com 
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CAFE  ESPRESSO  BRAVO 

Now  Serving 

BREAKFAST 


Monday-Saturday  7am-3pm 
Sunday  8am-3pm 

Open  For  Dinner  Soon 

HAPPY  HOUR 

Daily  4pm-7pm 

ALL 
BEERS 
$1.99 


663  VALENCIA  STREET  (AT  18TH) 

863-7755 

SUN-THUR  OPEN  TIL  10PM 
FRI  &  SAT  OPEN  TIL  12MID 


FILMS 
RESTAURANT 
FULL  BAR 

late  night  music 


FOR  RESERVATIONS 
♦IS  648  7600 


foreigncinema 


2534  MISSION  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SHAPING  So 

A  Multimedia  Excavation  of  the 
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ry  of  San  Francisco 


6  A  A 

»i  in  m 

ai» 


Shaping  San  Francisco:  an  interactive 
encounter  with  the  history  of  The  City 


by  Anhoni  Patel 

One  rarely  learns  about  history  from 
a  varied  perspective;  it’s  usually 
presented  to  you  in  the  form  of  a 
palpable  “truth,”  as  viewed  by  some  dead 
white  guy.  The  nonprofit  Bay  Area  Center 
for  Art  and  Technology  has  acknowledged 
this  issue,  and  seems  to  have  used  it  as  its 
mantra  while  creating  Shaping  San 
Francisco,  an  interactive  multimedia  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  history  of  The  City.  The 
CD-ROM,  whose  second  edition  was 
recently  released,  explores  the  often 
ignored  chronicles  of  San  Francisco’s  rich 
past. 

Like  a  multimedia  version  of  Howard 
Zinn’s  Peoples  History  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  it  tells  the  stories  of  tra¬ 
ditionally  underrepresented  communities 
such  as  people  of  color,  queers  and  work¬ 
ers.  The  CD-ROM  creates  a  platform  for 
people  of  all  classes,  ethnicities  and  sexu¬ 
al  orientations  to  narrate  what  they  feel  is 
the  history  of  their  neighborhoods,  com¬ 
munities  and  city. 

There  are  hundreds  of  personal  narra¬ 
tives  and  video  clips,  compiled  from  local 
residents  and  community  groups,  that  give 
you  a  more  nuanced  sense  of  the  city ’s  his¬ 
tory.  The  rarely-seen  footage  of  the  1977 1- 
Hotel  occupation,  the  forced  relocation  of 
the  city’s  Japanese  population  to  intern¬ 
ment  camps,  and  the  aftermath  of  the  1906 
earthquake  are  fascinating  treasures  that 
bring  The  City’s  history  to  life. 

The  sounds  of  protesters  chanting  and 
the  sight  of  Japanese  residents  being  shuf¬ 
fled  into  school  buses  bring  you  right  into 
tnese  critical  points  in  time.  There  are  also 
numerous  colorful  and  touching  essays, 
letters  and  journal  entries  that  add  a  per¬ 
sonal  and  more  grassroots  translation  of 
San  Francisco’s  history. 

The  executive  director  of  the  Shaping 
San  Francisco  project,  Chris  Carlsson,  co¬ 
creator  of  the  monthly  bike  demonstration. 
Critical  Mass,  and  former  editor  of  the 
progressive  zine  Processed  World,  helped 
to  structure  the  CD-ROM  around  the  idea 
that  history  is  formed  not  by  a  linear  nar¬ 
rative,  but  rather  by  a  multitude  of  view¬ 
points.  As  a  result  it  offers  material  and 
events  from  a  wide  array  of  perspectives — 
including  many  which  are  not  usually  seen 
in  regular  history  books  or  mass  media 
outlets. 


Shaping  San  Francisco  is  defined  as 
a  “multimedia  community  history  pro¬ 
ject,”  and  its  local  advisory  board  contains 
a  host  of  historians  and  university  profes¬ 
sors  from  institutions  like  UC  Berkeley, 
New  College  and  San  Francisco  State 
University.  However,  over  a  dozen  com¬ 
munity  groups,  including  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants’  Union,  the  San 
Francisco  Women’s  Building,  and  the  San 
Francisco  Mime  Troupe,  also  assisted  in 
the  development  of  the  content,  which  fea¬ 
tures  hundreds  of  articles  from  community 
activists,  non-professional  historians,  and 
long-time  residents. 

You  can  navigate  through  the  content 
by  using  a  pre-made  tour  facilitated  by  an 
animated  guide,  or  just  browse  by  your¬ 
self.  The  whole  city  is  divided  into  22  sec¬ 
tions,  with  each  district  listing  various  sub- 
topics  such  as  “Neighborhood  Social 
History,”  “Locations  Related  to  Famous 
(or  Infamous)  Characters,”  and  “Places 
Related  to  Redevelopment.”  The  Mission 
District  lists  essays  like  “Live/Work 
Condos  Invade”  and  “Gentrifying 
Valencia” 

If  you  are  searching  for  a  particular 
issue,  you  can  go  to  the  Menu  section  and 
pick  from  over  a  dozen  themes  like 
“Transit,”  “Labor,”  “Dissidents,”  “Jewish 
SF’  and  “Literary  SF.”  Each  subject  has 
numerous  audio  clips,  video  footage  and 
text  chronicling  major  events  that  shaped 
the  city  in  that  particular  arena.  The  sec¬ 
ond  edition  has  25%  more  content  than  the 
first,  and  the  database  and  bibliography 
have  been  expanded. 

This  new  edition  claims  to  be  easier  to 
navigate.  However,  I  found  it  quite  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  my  way  around  the  content. 
Furthermore,  the  user  interface  of  the  CD- 
ROM  is  a  bit  basic  and  cluttered.  In  some 
sections,  the  graphics  are  so  crowded 
together  that  a  first  time  user  may  easily 
feel  overwhelmed.  But  once  you  actually 
find  the  topic  you  want,  you  are  greeted 
with  beautifully  rich  photographs  and 
poignant  stories  that  offer  you  a  history 
lesson  unlike  any  other. 

Of  course,  not  everyone  has  the  com¬ 
puter  equipment  to  access  an  interactive 
CD-ROM.  For  those  of  you  who  don’t, 
there  are  at  least  four  kiosks  around  the 
city,  at  which  you  can  check  out  Shaping 
San  Francisco :  the  Main  Branch  of  the 
Public  Library,  Modem  Times  Bookstore, 
the  California  Historical  Society  and  City 
Lights  Bookstore. 
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The  mix  is  good  at  City  Blend  Cafe 


by  vmiller 

The  cafe  business  in  the  Mission  has 
become  a  highly  competitive  one. 
The  time  is  gone  when  a  few  clunk}' 
tables,  a  touch  of  attitude  and  a  serviceable 
espresso  would  guarantee  the  success  of 
the  enterprise.  Nowadays,  everybody  from 
your  most  discriminating  boho  to  your 
average  working  stiff  demands  more. 

Newer  establishments  must  provide 
an  attractive  milieu,  a  wider  selection  of 
consumables  and  a  sure-fire  caffeine  expe¬ 
rience.  It  also  helps  if  the  proprietor  is 
constantly  on  the  scene,  giving  the  place 
personality  and  heart.  City  Blend  Cafe  ful¬ 
fills  all  these  requirements  and  more.  With 
a  recently  expanded  menu  that  includes 
breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner,  and  it’s  central 
location  near  16th  and  Valencia,  the  cafe  is 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  Mission’s 
destination  locations. 

Owner  Nick  Heydarian  has  more  than 
fifteen  years  of  coffee  house  experience 
including  stints  at  the  monster  shops  - 
Starbucks  and  Spinellis  -  enhanced  by  an 
MBA  from  San  Francisco  State 
University.  All  this  education  and  real 
world  savvy  was  necessary  in  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  what  long-time  Mission  resi¬ 
dents  know  has  been  a  problem  location. 

For  most  of  the  previous  decade  me 
current  City  Blend  site  was  Limelight,  an 
always  soon-to-be-open  nightspot  in  a 
constant  state  of  renovation/collapse. 
When  a  smoke  shop  selling  drug  parapher¬ 
nalia  opened  on  the  bones  of  Limelight, 
everyone  -  with  apparent  success  -  prayed 
for  its  failure.  Heydarian  took  just  one  and 
a  half  months  to  convert  the  place  into  a 
cafe,  which  he  opened  in  January  1997, 
and  another  six  months  to  add  the  kitchen. 

The  menu  now  includes  some  the  best 
bargains  on  good  food  in  the  Mission 
including  French  toast  for  $3.75,  a  1/3 
pound  hamburger  with  salad  for  $3.95,  and 
smoothies.  City  Blend  is  one  of  the  very 
few  places  in  the  neighborhood  where  you 
can  get  fresh  fruit  smoothies  and  they  are 
prepared,  according  to  Heydarian,  by  fol¬ 
lowing  the  recipe  of  head  chef  Von 
Bovgiee  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel.  The  CB 
smoothies  have  developed  a  loyal  follow¬ 
ing  of  office  workers  who  have .  been 
known  to  dispatch  a  designated  smoother 
to  purchase  a  dozen  or  so. 

City  blend  cotfee  and  coffee  drinks 
are  all  made  from  the  organically  grown 
beans.  Beginning  soon,  the  organic  beans 
will  come,  through  an  exclusive  arrange¬ 
ment,  from  Torrefazione  Italia,  world- 
renowned  company. 

Heydarian,  constantly  improving  the 
business,  has  added  a  few  more  niceties 
over  time,  including  an  ATM,  Internet 
access  at  $5  an  hour,  and  a  vibrant  Santa 
Fe  color  design  scheme  executed  by 
mono-no mbre  artist  Enrique.  City  Blend 
has  rotating  art  exhibitions  by  local  artists 
that  include  an  art  auction  at  each  4-month 
turnover.  Open  mic  poetry  is  scheduled  to 


Nick  Heydarian  and  counterperson  Adriana 
Huarte.  Photo  by  v  e  miller 


begin  in  the  tall.  Heydanan  is  himself  a 
practicing  poet.  His  65-page  opus  on  the 
1979  Iranian  revolution,  appropriately 
titled  Pain,  was  published  in  Italy. 

In  the  back  of  the  cafe,  an  electric 
organ  Heydarian  picked  up  for  a  song  at  a 
garage  sale  silently  awaits  the  slow  turning 
of  the  cogs  of  city  bureaucracy'  and  the 
issuance  of  a  live  entertainment  permit. 
For  the  time  being,  there  is  a  50-CD,  regu¬ 
larly  rotated  jukebox  featuring  jazz,  Latin 
and  Persian  music  but  -  sorry  metal  heads 
-  by  order  of  the  management.  City  Blend 
is  a  No  Heavy  Metal  Zone.  Some  of  tiie 
Persian  music  is  likely  to  be  on  the  City 
Blend  label,  performed  in  Farsi  by  none 
other  than  Nick  Heydarian,  who  has 
released  six  CD’s  in  the  US  and  Europe. 
(Maybe  he  did  get  that  organ  literally  for  a 
song.) 

Heydarian  is  on  the  spot  from  6am 
until  closing,  a  firm  believer  in  hands-on 
management  and  customer  service.  “I 
grew  up  mostly  in  San  Francisco  and  I  feel 
there’s  just  no  place  else  I  can  go.  This  is 
it  for  me!  Also  I  appreciate  everything  this 
country  has  done  for  me  -  especially  the 
education.”  A  polyglot  who  speaks  Farsi, 
English  and  Italian  fluently  and  who  also 
boasts  of  a  little  German,  a  little  Arabic,  a 
little  French  and  a  little  Spanish, 
Heydarian  is  right  at  home  in  the  city’s 
multicultural  hub. 

Only  one  thing  about  the  area  bothers 
Him:  a  lack  of  cooperation  among  some  of 
the  business  owners.  A  year  ago  there  was 
a  fire  at  an  adjacent  business.  “People 
were  just  standing  around  looking  at  it  but 
I  got  a  fire  extinguisher  and  put  it  out," 
Heydarian  said.  His  face  blackened  by 
smoke  and  more  than  a  little  bit  oxygen 
deprived,  Heydarian  staggered  into  the 
street,  where  paramedics  took  him  off  to 
SF  General.  Although  not  seriously 
injured,  he  was  stuck  with  a  $635  hospital 
bill.  He  asked  his  fire-struck  fellow  mer¬ 
chant  to  cover  the  tab  but  so  far  has 
received  zip. 

Even  if  you  have  established  cafe  loy¬ 
alties,  give  City  Blend  a  try.  It  has  a  lot  to 
offer  and  Heydarian  always  likes  to  chat 
with  the  customers. _ _ 

City  Blend  Cafe  is  located  at  3087  16th 
Street  and  open:  Mon.-Thur.  6am-  10pm, 
Fri.  6'am-midnight,  Sat.  7am-midnight  and 
Sunday  7am- 10pm.  Call  522-1223. 


Se  Necesitan  Choferes/Drivers  Needed 

•  Para  mover  carros  de  rental/To  move  rental  cars 

•  Tiempo  completo/Full  time 

•  Mayores  de  21  anos  de  edad/Ages  21  and  older 

•  Con  reporte  del  DMV  limpio/Clean  driving  record 

Aplique  a /  apply  to  Friendly  Hiking  Service  177  So.  Airport  Blvd 
So.  San  Francisco  94080  Llame  a  call  1-800-527-0711  o  650-737-1686 
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Beautifying  the  neighborhood  and  tfce  home  with  fresh  cut 
flowers,  aromatic  & J)looming:p4a^statuary  and  more 


N  Floral  arrangements,  for-all  occasions, 

>  Free  delivery  within  tV\e  Mission 

'^^Tuesday  through  Sunday 
±00. w/until  s>undown^-^ 


Located  at  the  corner  of  23rd  §  s>hoLwell 


A  minority-owned,  family  run  business 
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BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA  415/861-5757 
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Cell  Phones:  How  safe  are  they? 


How  mam’  people  now  own  a  cell 
phone  Apparently,  more  than  90  million 
people  have  accounts  in  the  US  today.  In 
europe  cell  phones  have  been  popular  for 
years.  Nokia,  a  company  making  cell 
phones  is  based  in  Finland.  In  that  coun¬ 
try  cell  phones  are  everywhere  and  you 
can  do  every  thing  with  them,  even  get  a 
can  of  coke  from  a  vending  machines. 
They  serv  e  many  different  functions  and  it 
looks  like  their  use  will  expand  in  the  US 
too. 

However,  there  has  always  been  some 
controversy  as  to  their  safety.  There  have 
been  campaigns  to  limit  the  positioning  of 
transmitters  so  that  children  and  other  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  w  ithin  the  immediate  vicinity  . 
Are  these  concerns  warranted  or  baseless? 
It  seems  no  one  knows  for  sure  w  hat  dam¬ 
age  potentially’  happens  from  there  use  but 
it  is  worth  our  attention 


So,  w  hat  happens  w  hen  you  use  a  cell 
phone  is  this:  a  low -energy  radio  wave  is 
sent  to  a  local  antenna  which  connects  you 
to  the  phone  you're  calling  and  also  sends 
signals  back  to  your  phone,  adjusting  the 
strength  of  the  signal,  so  you  don’t  get  cut 
off.  These  transmitting  antennas  are  small 
and  not  very  strong,  which  is  why  they 
have  to  be  placed  on  so  many’  towers  and 
buildings. 

Radio  w  ave  emission  is  a  type  of  elec¬ 
tromagnetic  energy ,  as  it  consists  of  waves 
of  electrical  and  magnetic  energy  woven 
together,  travelling  at  the  speed  of  light. 
There  are  many  different  types  of  electro¬ 
magnetic  waves  depending  on  their  wave¬ 
length  and  frequency.  X  rays,  gamma 
rays,  microwaves,  infrared  radiation,  radio 
waves.  TV,  cordless  phones  are  all  exam¬ 
ples  of  EM  waves.  High  frequency  waves 
such  as  X  rays  are  ionizing  rays  and  can 
damage  human  tissue.  The  waves  used  in 


wireless  phones  systems  are  low  frequen¬ 
cy’  and  thus  non-ionizing.  Until  recently, 
scientific  opinion  held  that  the  only  impact 
this  ty  pe  of  energy  has  on  the  body  is  to 
heat  it  up.  but  w  ill  not  cause  any  damage. 

How  ev  er,  many  people  do  have  con¬ 
cerns.  When  using  a  cell  phone,  a  certain 
amount  of  electromagnetic  force  (EMF)  is 
radiating  from  the  phone.  Although  the 
amount  of  energy  is  limited  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC),  it  is 
not  possible  to  be  sure  these  amounts  are 
safe.  The  effect  of  cellphones,  which  is 
different  to  other  radio  waves  is  that  they 
deliver  large  amounts  of  radio  frequency 
energy  to  very  small  areas  of  the  user’s 
body,  creating  “hot  spots’’  in  the  skull. 
The  handset  also  transfers  energy  to  the 
head  via  inductance. 

The  greatest  concern  researchers  have 
so  far  is  the  potential  effect  of  these  w  aves 
on  children,  whose  brain  and  nervous  sys¬ 
tem  are  still  growing.  The  percentage  of 
teenagers  using  cellphones  rose  from  15% 
to  35%  in  1999  and  is  projected  to  reach 
70%  in  2002.  Also,  the  number  of  trans¬ 
mitters  existing  very  near  schools  and  res¬ 
idences  is  also  a  cause  for  concern. 

To  minimize  any  potential  risks  you 
can  do  the  following: 

Keep  conversations  short. 

Use  the  phone  as  little  as  possible  in 
the  car  which  can  act  like  a  metal  cage  and 
boost  the  phone’s  power.  If  necessary,  get 
a  roof  antenna. 

Don’t  cany  a  tumed-on  phone  in  a 
baby  carriage. 

Don’t  carry  a  phone  on  a  belt  around 
your  waist-it’s  too  near  your  reproductive 
organs.  Avoid  the  breast  pocket  too. 

Although  no  one  as  yet  knows  the 
long  term  effect  of  using  cellphones  it 
seems  to  make  sense  to  be  cautious  until 
we  have  more  evidence. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-ReU ante  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BEN  EFITS 

Purhase  of  Loan  Education, Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
l  nrpose  Of  Loa  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 

Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
SI  7,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Frandsco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • * *  4JV4‘21-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


«o>  rrn  bank  of  canton 

M  US)  OF  CBUFOBNIB — , 

A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

^VVe  resene  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  noace. 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

Face  it  there’s  no  place  to  park,  grid¬ 
lock  happens  and  you  need  to  exercise. 
Get  a  bike.  Even  if  you  haven’t  done  seri¬ 
ous  self-propulsion  since  high  school,  it’s 
one  of  two  things  you  never  forget  how  to 
do.  The  place  to  outfit  yourself  for  two 
wheeled  traveling  is  Valencia  Cycleiy,  the 
local  favorite  of  weekend  sprocket  war¬ 
riors  and  workaday  bike  commuters.  A 
friendly  and  knowledgeable  sales  staff  will 
help  you  chose  the  best  bike  for  you,  be  it 
a  banana  seat  cruiser  for  cafe  hopping,  a 
decidedly  macho  mud  lovin’  mountain 
bike  or  a  road  racer  ten  speed.  Besides  the 
basic  bike,  they  have  a  complete  line  of 
accessories  -  everything  from  hill  grade 
maps  of  San  Francisco  streets  to  cycle 
computers.  Conveniently  located  just  a 
few  doors  down  Valencia  Cyclery  operates 
it’s  own  parts  and  repair  shop. 


The  Mission  Merchants 
Association  is  the  winner  of 
this  year’s  Golden  Wheel 
Award  of  the  San  Francisco 
Bicycle  Coalition.  The 
Merchants  Association 
received  the  award  for  its 
early  and  unswerving  support 
of  the  Valencia  Street  Bike 
Lane  one  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  most  practical  and 
enjoyable  improvements. 

The  Mission  Merchant 
Association  hosts  monthly 
luncheons  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  each  month  at 
noon  to  discuss  issues  of  con¬ 
cern  to  the  business  commu¬ 
nity  and  to  support  the  viabil¬ 
ity  of  local  enterprises.  For 
this  month’s  agenda  and  loca¬ 
tion  call  us  at  979-4171.  All 
local  merchants  are  welcome 
to  attend. 


Valencia  Cyclery  is  located  at  1 065 

Valencia  and  open  Mon-Sat  10-6,  Sun  10- 

4.  For  sales  call  550-6600.  For  repairs 
call  550-6601. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-41  71 
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Dear  Library  Lady: 

I  teach  English  as  a  Second  Language 
in  the  Mission  District  My  students 
include  Spanish  speakers  from  different 
countries  as  well  as  people  from  other 
countries  of  origin.  I  teach  beginning, 
intermediate,  and  advanced  English  and 
want  to  give  a  Hispanic  Heritage  Month 
assignment.  What  materials  do  you  have 
in  English  and  Spanish  to  help  me  develop 
reading  or  fact-finding  assignments? 

ESL  Teacher 

Dear  ESL  Teacher: 

Brazil,  Costa  Rica,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and 
Mexico  all  gained  their  independence  in 
September  and  National  Hispanic  Heritage 
Month  is  observed  from  September  15  - 
October  15  in  the  United  States  each  year. 
Thanks  for  remembering  your  library'  as  a 
resource! 


tions  have  a  wealth  of  information  as  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  books: 

A  Travds  del  Espejo:  El  Cine  Mexicano 
y  Su  Publico  by  Monsiv&s  y  Bonfil  ((Sp 
REF  791.4309  M759a) 

Artistas  Latinoamericanos  en  Su 
Estudio  by  Corcuera  (SP  REF  709.228 
C685a) 

Historia  General  de  Centroamerica  by 

Carmack  (SP  REF  972.8  H629) 

Daily  Life  in  Maya  Civilization  by 
Sharer  (REF  972.8101  Sh23d) 

Masterpieces  of  Latino  Literatu  re  edited 
by  MagiU  (REF  860.998  M3935) 

Salsa!:  The  Rhythm  of  Latin  Music  by 

Gerard  (REF  781.772  G311s) 

You  cannot  check  out  these  books  but 
you  can  use  them  in  the  library  or  make 
photocopies. 


The  Children’s  Room  has  a  small 
Latino  Holidays  section  where  we  have 
multiple  copies  of  various  books  on  Latino 
holidays. 

We  own  Mexican  Independence  Day 
and  Cinco  de  Mayo  by  MacMillan,  while 
the  following  books  include  information 
on  Mexico’s  Independence  Day: 

Fiesta!  Mexico’s  Great  Celebrations  by 
Silverthome 

Pinatas  &  Smiling  Skeletons: 
Celebrating  Mexican  Festivals  by  Harris 
and  Williams 

Holidays  generally  reflect  unique  tra¬ 
ditions  and  culture.  Similarly,  the 
Bilingual  Section  in  the  Children’s  Room 
contains  many  legends,  poetry,  non-fic¬ 
tion,  and  stories  that  reflect  Latino  culture. 

The  2nd  floor  of  the  library  has  many 
novels  by  Latino  authors.  Spanish  books 
are  in  the  Teen  Spanish  and  Adult  Spanish 
sections.  English  books  are  in  the  Teen 
English  and  Latino  sections. 

General  information  about  Hispanrc 
heritage  is  found  in  the  Spanish  and  Latino 
sections.  Our  books  cover  topics  such  as 
cooking,  art,  history,  holidays,  literature, 
crafts,  and  film.  Both  the  Spanish 
Reference  and  Latino  Reference  collec- 


Let  us  know  if  we  can  assist  you  fur¬ 
ther.  It  helps  the  students  when  their 
teacher  and  librarians  work  together! 

Happy  Reading, 

Library  Lady 

ONUMI  TUTORING 

The  Mission  Library  will  soon  be 

hosting  an  online  tutoring  program  for  stu¬ 
dents  K-I2.  Students  are  matched  with  a 
tutor  with  whom  they  meet  via  the  Internet 
at  a  scheduled  time.  Students  will  use  the 
Internet  at  the  library  to  work  with  their 
online  tutors.  Call  the  library  for  more 
details  on  participating  (415)  695-5090. 

STOBYTTMES  FOR  CHILDREN  RT  THE 

MISSION  UBBARY 

Pre-school  Storytime  (English)  Tuesdays 
at  10:30  a.m. 

Family  Storytime  (English)  Saturdays  at 
11:30  a.m. 

Family  Storytime  (Spanish)  Saturdays  at 
12:00  p.m. 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  do  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21st  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Library  lady  @sfpl  .lib  .ca. us 


The  League  of 
Women  Voters  Presents 


Board  of  Supervisors 
District  9  Debate 

Moderated  by  Raul  Ramirez,  KQED  Radio 


Monday  September  18,  2000  7  pm  to  9  pm 
Cesar  Chavez  Elementary  School 
825  Shotwell  Street 


iTALElfCXA  ST  MUSCLE 

“SF’s  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym  ” 


626-8360  OR  WWW.VAlBWASTCffTMUSOtCOM 

OFFER  EXPIRES  10/1/00 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  &  SERVICE 


Refrigerators 
Stoves 
Dryers 
Washing 
Machines 


2793  16th  Street 

Between  Folsom  and  Harrison 

431-0255 


San  Frantisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


,  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  A  UTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  A  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  A  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 

Problems 

•  Engine  A  Transmission  Rebuilding  A  Replacement 

since  1978 


o«  CWilomtiV 

LICENSED 


SMO^E 

CI«K 


INSPECTION  4 
REPAIR  STATION^ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


m 


(415)  285-8588 


61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


■■  U  FREE 

J|brAK£ 

^  SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 


L 
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MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2  AM 


I  Round 
Music 


World 
Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Mardi  Gras  Mambo 


Cubanismo,  the  group  led  by  Cuban 
trumpeter  Jesus  Alemany,  has  a 
spectacular  new  release  called 
Mardi  Gras  Mambo  that  was  recorded 
with  a  number  of  veteran  New  Orleans 
musicians. 

Although  “the  Crescent  City  and 
Cuba  have  distinct  musical  identities  there 
are  many  similarities  and  historical  con¬ 
nections  between  them.  Brass  instruments 
and  in  particular  brass  bands  are  prominent 
in  both  cultures,  and  while  New  Orleans  is 
part  of  the  United  States  its  historical  ties 
to  the  Caribbean  ran  deep  Both  societies 
place  a  strong  emphasis  on  maintaining 
their  traditions  and  proudly  embrace  their 
African  heritage  while  maintaining  a 
mythic  concept  of  indigenous  American 
culture.  Given  all  the  commonalties  this 
record  stands  like  an  historical  imperative. 

Cubanismo’s  previous  three  records 
are  all  outstanding  and  helped  revitalize 
the  interest  in  classic  Cuban  song  forms 
like  Mambo,  Ritmo  Pilon,  and  Son 
Montuno.  With  a  group  of  more  than  a 
dozen  musicians  they  have  toured  exten¬ 
sively  for  several  years  in  both  the  US  and 
Europe.  They  have  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  band  from  Cuba  to  appear  on  US 
television.  Late  Night  with  Conan 
O’Brien,  since  the  blockade  began  years 
ago.  Alemany ’s  experience  with  the  semi¬ 
nal  Cuban  group,  Sierra  Maestra,  gave  him 
a  deep  knowledge  of  the  Cuban  Son,  from 
which  all  modem  Cuban  music  and  Salsa 
was  bom.  Mixing  veteran  musicians  with 
young  lions,  Cubanismo  is  like  a  smaller, 
yet  energetic  version  of  the  classic  Mambo 
orchestra  of  the  ‘50s. 

Mardi  Gras  Mambo  features  no  less 
than  thirty-five  musicians,  including  a 
huge  horn  section,  lots  of  drams,  and  a 
large  chorus  of  singers.  The  bi-lingual 
mixture  includes  Cubanismo’s  two  great 
singers  and  a  remarkable  New  Orleans 
male/female  duo  that  bring  Jazz,  Gospel, 
and  New  Orleans  Funk  into  the  mix.  The 
arrangements  successfully  meld  Cuban 
styles  like  Cha  Cha  Cha  and  Mambo  with 
the  swampy  R  ‘N’  B  and  second  line 
marching  band  madness  of  New  Orleans. 
The  high-energy  songs  switch  between 
Latin  and  New  Orleans  styles  with  ease,  as 
the  horns  pump  and  the  rhythm  section 
rolls  smoothly.  Not  only  is  the  music  com¬ 
plex  and  danceable,  but  also  the  musicians 


seem  to  be  having  so  much  fun  that  the 
spirit  is  contagious. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Cuban  music 
spectrum,  the  Salsa  band  Bamboleo  has 
released  an  unusual  new  CD,  half  of  which 
is  live  and  the  other  half  re-mixes.  The 
new  style  of  Salsa  they  play,  which  incor¬ 
porates  elements  of  Funk  and  Rap,  is 
called  Timba  and  is  the  most  popular  and 
competitive  music  in  Cuba.  Inseparable 
from  its  dance  audience,  this  is  a  music 
that  draws  inspiration  from  dancers  and 
leaves  space  for  improvisation.  Their  CD, 
entitled  NNO,  has  four  live  cuts  recorded 
from  a  performance  at  the  Conga  Club  in 
Los  Angeles.  Several  cuts  stretch  close  to 
ten  minutes  and  show  how  the  songs  gath¬ 
er  momentum,  with  horns  swinging  in  a 
jazzy  funk  while  the  rhythm  section 
attacks  full  stop  and  the  singers  engage  the 
audience.  They  fill  out  the  record  with 
house  and  rap  re-mixes  that  demonstrate 
how  in  touch  Bamboleo  is  with  contempo¬ 
rary  club  flavors. 

Thursdays  at  the  Elbo  Room 

September  7 

Return  of  the  young  Afro -Cuban  jazz 
lions,  Columna  B. 

September  14 

A  CD  release  party  for  the  compilation 
Cuba  Without  Borders ,  featuring  an  all- 
star  performance  with  Omar  Sosa,  Rebeca 
Mauleon,  John  Santos,  Greg  Landau,  Jesus 
Diaz,  John  Calloway,  Fito  Reinoso,  Wayne 
Wallace,  and  David  Belove.  The  CD  fea¬ 
tures  new  and  previously  released  tracks 
by  Pancho  Quinto,  Los  Terry,  Patato, 
Omar  Sosa,  John  Santos,  John  Calloway, 
Rebeca  Mauleon,  Columna  B,  and  an 
interesting  re-mix  of  the  song  “San 
Francisco  Tiene  Su  Propio  Son.”  Released 
on  Six  Degrees  Records,  the  CD  is  widely 
available. 

September  21 

Cuban  Salsa  band  Jesus  Diaz  y  QBA 
Return. 

The  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  (between 

1 7th  &  18th).  Doors  open  at  10pm,  and  DJ 
BabaLoup  is  always  there  for  your  danc¬ 
ing  pleasure.  For  updated  schedule  or 
information,  call  255-8411. 

[Viva  la  Musical 


would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...espedally  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out  * 
our  wide  selection  of  tT 

California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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!@©ra 

SELL ’TRADE 


415-282-1901 

900  VALENCIA  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO 
MON-SAT  10-10  •  SUN  10-8 
♦  ♦  ♦  WWW.DOCEAREDBOOKS.COM  ♦♦♦ 


1 055  Valencia  street 
san  trancisco,  ca  941 14 
415.647.2272 

www.aquariusrecordsSF.com 

write  to  aqua@sirius.com  to 
receive  our  new  arrivals  list 

worldwide  mail  order  welcome! 


punk  *  rock 
drum  'n'  bass  . 

pop  .  international 
new  Zealand  *  japan 
folk  ..country 
krautrock  *  metal 
hip-hop. 
noises. 

regular  music. 


getting  the  music  to  the  people 
since  1970 


*aquarius  records 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  •  DESIGN  •  PRINTING 


Invoices  •  Flyers  •  Logos 
"'Letterheads  •  Envelopes 
•  Postcards  •  Magazines  •  Newsletters  •  Labels 
Stamps  •  Business  Cards  •  Presentation  Folders 

Klim  Valencia  (at  21st) 

Ptl:  826-6700  Fx:  826-6701 


<£  Giant  Color 


Banners  & 
posters 

I  up  to  3ft  x  12ft 


Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  la  huerfana 


Another  Palestinian  Refugee 

He  sits  alone  beside  his  tent 
Holds  his  cane  with  bony  hands, 

His  hair  is  gray,  his  back  is  bent, 

His  gaze  upon  the  spreading  lands. 

He  sees  beyond  what  eyes  can  see, 

For  memories  fill  empty  days, 

Of  past,  of  glory,  of  history, 

Of  home  and  land,  of  shining  rays. 

Of  Palestine,  so  proud  and  free, 

Where  he  once  lived  in  pride  and  joy, 

A  home  he  had,  a  grove,  a  tree, 

His  family,  an  only  boy. 

But  darkness  came  to  fill  the  air, 

Where  could  he  go?  where  could  he  run? 
The  horror  of  war  was  everywhere, 

He  saw  it  kill  his  ycung  brave  son. 

A  desperate  life  that  hit  him  hard, 

He  lost  his  all,  his  pride,  his  name, 

They  gave  him  a  tent,  a  ration  card, 

A  "REFUGEE’  is  what  he  became. 

He  had  to  beg  for  his  bread, 

He  hangs  his  head  low  in  shame, 

He  know  that  he’d  rather  be  dead, 

Than  be  known  and  be  called  by  that  name 

He  asks,  "Oh  God,  why  should  it  be?" 

Where  should  he  go  from  here? 

Who  will  heat  his  prayer  and  try  to  see? 

A  need  tor  pride  and  identity 

Emily  Shihadeh  ©  2000 


Send  poetry  submissions  to 
La  Huerfana  at  New  Mission 
News,  3288  21  ST  Street 
#202,  SF,  CA  94110. 


la  huerfana  recommends  the 
Chapbook  La  Vida  Secreta  de  los 
Gabachos  (The  Secret  Life  of  White 
People),  by  Sascha  Scatter.  Contact 
Sascha  Scatter  do  The  Battcave, 
5912  Genoa  St„  Oakland  CA  94608, 
or  email  sdubrul@hotmail.com. 


Cute  and  Rich 

Frisco  is  cute  and  rich.  The  cute  want  the  rich 
and  the  rich  pick  the  cute  for  their  princes 
and  princesses. 

But  if  you  ain’t  neither,  sister  or  brother, 
you  might  as  well  head  back  to  Minnesota 
or  like  the  runt  in  the  litter  you’ll  be  shoved  out 
into  the  wotf-pack  expecting  the  rejects 
while  the  well-endowed  suck  on  the  tits 
of  Globalization 

their  hind-legs  kicking  backward 
just  to  make  certain 

you  don’t  squirm  your  way  back  in  somehow 
to  escape  predator  jaws  No. 

This  town  ain’t  for  you  no  more,  Minnesota! 

Catch  that  bus!  and  catch  it  fast 

if  you  want  to  find  someplace 

where  a  regular  decent  hard-working  person 

can  pay  the  rent 

and  be  respected  for  just  being 

honest  and  consistent 

In  other  words  hurry  home 

while  it’s  still  in  one  piece 

before  it  gets  bought  up  and  dolled  up 

as  a  cute  imitation  of  itself 

for  the  rich 

and  their  significant  others 
Daniel  Richman  ©  2000 


Ghasts 

There  are  voices  in  the  log 

as  it  rolls  like  a  slow  death 

down  16th  Street  in  the  morning. 
Step  softly  among  the  ghosts 
treading  the  funereal  mist 

All  the  old  junkies  are  gone, 
shuffling  in  the  spectral  silence; 
along  with  the  whores 
who,  with  faded  make-qp 
and  desperate  measures, 
search  for  the  secret 
of  what  God  has  done 
with  their  dreams. 

They  drift  this  forsaken  multitude- 
short-changed  and  unredeemed 
-their  cries  muted 

in  an  eternity  of  need 

William  M.  Bowden  ©  2000 


What  Ufa  Is 

Paso  pa  las  calles,  la  luz  me  dega 
todavia  te  siento  junto  a  mi 
fuistes  de  la  cama  antes  que  desperte 
el  sol  te  liamaba 
como  un  ladron  te  llevo  de  mi 
todavia  te  puedo  ver 
has  sino  mi  suefio... 

Often  life  has  no  direction 
is  as  voiceless  as  the  heart 
the  sky  arranges  things 
and  time  falls  by  its  own  weight 
What’s  left  of  us  survives  in  shadow 
and  we  are  surrounded 
by  dangerous  circumstances 

with  all  our  lies  abandoned 

Paso  pa  las  calles,  la  luz  me  dega 
todavia  te  siento  junto  a  mi 
fuistes  de  la  cama  antes  que  desperte 
el  sol  te  liamaba 
como  un  ladron  te  llevo  de  mi 
has  sino  mi  suefio... 
todavia  te  puedo  ver 


la  huerfana  ©  2000 
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Grand  Opening! 

Experience  the 


Difference! 


NO  ONE  CAN  EVICT  THE  SON 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9,  2000  7:30PM 

An  Evening  ©f  Pectry  and  Music  presented  by  Luna’s  Press 

Award  winning  Chilean  poet  HECTOR  AHUMADA  joins  San  Francisco  poets  and  musicians: 

QR  HAND  •  GAIL  MITCHELL  •  FRANCISCO  X.  ALARCON  •  SARAH  MENEFEE 
NEELIE  CHERKOVSKI  •  RAMU  •  ALFONSO  TEXIDOR  •  GUILLERMO  MENOCAL 
KITTY  COSTELLO  •  MARCIA  CAMPBELL  •  TERESA  KENNETT  •  KUSH  •  BOB  BOOKER 
CARLOS  VEGA  •  TITO  ARANA  •  ALEJANDRO  LORENZO  •  JORGE  ARGUETA 

and  many  more!  Come  join  us  in  celebration  of  the  spirit  of  the  Mission! 

Music  by  GERMAN  DONATIEN 

We  re  open  from  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 

920  Valencia  @  20th  •  550-0444 


Featuring  — 

Art  shows,  poetry  readings, 
Ja'Valencia  blend  coffee, 
sandwiches  &  a  great 
selection  of  sweet  things 

Coming  soon  — 

Fresh  squeezed  juices  & 
smoothies,  Internet  access, 


ff(d:ur  Traditi©rial  Mexicali  F©od 

#  »  * 

is  the  t  iff  the  Bii'j  4m" 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  7  0pm 


a  C®t n€T'l 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


x 


